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Ana Polodashvili

Sustainable development of hazelnut production in Georgia and export

potential in the EU market

Annotation

Georgia is a traditional producer country of hazelnuts. In Georgia today are spread some
of mnative varieties, the main ones are: Anakliuri, Nemsa, Khachapura, Shveliskura,
Gulshishvela, ete.

The advantages of Georgian hazelnut are: Powerful root system, favorable location in
black - sea region and low producer prices, but lack of modern technologies, low productivity
and quality, compliance with international standards, can be considered as the main
disadvantages of Georgian hazelnut.

The biggest amount of hazelnut is produced in the regions of Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti,
Guria and Imereti.

For Georgia, hazelnut has a high economic value and also brings a lot of income.
Georgian hazelnut can go to one of two different market paths: inshell and shelled. It is either
shipped to neighboring Turkey (which is the dominant world producer of hazelnuts), or to
European markets. It must be mentioned, that™ Georgian production lacks some of the
processing quality and packing that is required for direct sales to confectionery and food
industries. The main competitors of Georgia are: Turkey, Italy and Azerbaijan.

Despite the fact, that Georgia currently is not a big player in the global hazelnut
industry, it has a high potential to be one of the leader exporters.
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