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bmeom, OH™IgoE obsdgm™mgg sxbsBMMO 3w GO 0 6EGHMdOL Bsdm-
45¢000900L 3609369m3560 0bLEGHMWII6GHO0 gobs. M3 g 5oL 9Jldsblool sboro
99000, 5OE OO - 030 b330 0839M0WO FJNMEOD, 35MYSE FIRMOIITO
5 250mygbgdemo B3z96L obGHMmMomw 3mbEgdu@do.
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0530 I . XIX-XX bls. 55365Dgmol g96507¢ngd0Ls s 3@ meols
obGM®ool Ggbfagerols Lszombolsmgols

XIX-XX 15939699000 s3bsBgmols gobs0regdols s 3Me@rcol obGm®mool
L530mbgdol Fglfogws gm3mdbgds gdmgol IMs35EMOEbMZD Lostdogm, m3dgh-
A6, 653G GHOME, 3MgLoLs s BBZS LEbOL LsolBHMMOM ffysmmgdl, Gmdgwms 360d3-
Bgem3zs60 bsfowo go8mdaznybgdmwros s 99dm@Esbowos Lsdgbogdm dodmdggzsdo,
Bsfowo 30639ws 993930 93909d0mE0 330930L 06EYMHYLGdT0. sebodbmwo fiys-
g0l 30300 dglHogars, IM35¢0 Bogweobbdm ©sl3369d0l bygmdzgul od-
9395. 33€930L 3OM39Ld0 253939600 LodgEb0gMM WO EHYMHEIMST0 fomdmygbogn
Ubgoslbgs Ggbgagdgdl, 3306039393, IO YdJOLS S 303MmMYHYBL, -
99wmd 39835603900l ©oy9bs 300905 B3960 33cg30L Logsbl. Jombgsgs s3obs,
000MJM0 JoMA00 YoM gdsl 043930 BodEmermao®mo dsbagrols Logbgoom,
653 9609369c0m36500 ©oa39bToMs (39039190 93mJgdol LsbMPsMYIM 030 SBOM-
36990, obEHMOoEo TgblogMgdol, 379 EHWOHWIO 0EIHEHMIOLS s bsMWgdOLS
@5 3MWEGHOOL 3000 GH030L OLEHMOO0L JosHBEMYdSTO.

Lo30mbob §goOrmmI3M©bYIMOd0mMO d5BS 9x3dbgds LosMJogzm M3dgb@gdl,
JoOOM s MEbmgbmzsb 3MgLsl, BoMAMIROM @S 9G3OLEAMW IO FoboErgdl,
9 BoMOMS s IMbgegms BsBsfgM9dL, GMIgEms bafowro 459md39969dwgeros, Boom
A0l sy 899 36MdO godmiqdsdo: AxTsI, cobparHbIe Kaprasckoro apxeor-
pagmyeckori Kommuccuero, 1b35slbzs BodsMMEOM03 s M3YIIBEHWG 3019dwwY-
0390, b0 gdsMs Fologrgdls S 3dE035309080.3

3 Axrs1, cobpannsie KaBkasckowo apxeorpadmuueckoii komuccuero. Vsman mog pefakuueii mpo-
nceparens xomuccuu AZ, Bepxe, 1. I-XII. Tudnuc, 1866 — 1904; 0653w0 sbomngensgs, 30060
9005605, Fob5egd0 sx3bsBYOL LsTMNIZOML OLEHMMOLMZOL, LEoLbEHMMOM dmsddg, N 7, 1953
23- 229-308; 85emgs Bbg0s. 553bsHgmol Ledmagmml olEmGOoobmzol, bLsobEHMMom msddg, N
15-16, 1963, 23. 129- 263; LodoHN39w ™l FoMNEWT>EOEIIIO 93¢gbool EOHMId0MO FToM-
39000l bbmdol g99mbsergdo (1917 ferol 13 dsd@Go - 14 bgd@gddgho), asdmbso3gdow
9d59bogl, Fobolo@yggomds, 3m3gb6Es®gdo s domyMsxzowo 36mdd0 EIOHMIL oLEM-
ool EMJBHMmMYdds 6obem Gomsdzomds s 0M0bs sMsd0dgD, mdowolo 2016; Js®owmwo
3960000 3G9LoL Jobsengdo Fsboergdo 1900-1921 Fangddo (s83bsbgmo-Mgwoyos, 396s0-
705, 399WGHWOS) 999003969 HgIJGHMOO 06530 39mgbs3s, MdoOLo. 2014. JokyMeHTEI
o ucropuu Abxasun XIX —nagamo XX Beka, Hap wsmanuem paGoranu: T'eoprmit Anuabazse,
Mapuua IlaraBa, Wa Tyramswmm, T6mmucu, 2018; o3 50603360 ©o®lLos obEmMool
393609690505 EMJGHMMOL, 3OMRILME RgTogr 55BN 319003530900 JoPrm3gen bolivy-
WOoImH™M 30600 sx3bsBYTo Fm35{gmdol dglobgd, HMIEgdoE BodB™MdM035© 0LEGHMMOMEO
©™3996@gd0L 3Mgd0Egd0s. MomMgo Jomysbo Fgbsdsdobo Lsgombol gobbowgolsl
096905 ©s8mfdgdeo. 04039 890dwgds 0mgaol x9Foe gs85baM0sl s BSOMO MR M-
3999963900 3690MwBy, MmIgaroi 1997 {owl godmdznybadmero Mxeman I'amaxapus, Bagpu
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LM FM935¢RGHMZ9D 36MmdgdL 0dwrg3s JoMmmeEo 3MgLols Tobogngdo, XIX
o XX bom3mbol ©sdgaol s53bsHgmol 3bmzMgdol Tgbobgd 39MLs© 396 303m-
3000 0l IM535WBIOMZ6 S OO OBFMO 5300, MMYMM3 F5F0bgwo bods-
MM390Ml 25H90930L BMOEWGdDY. 58 EOHML sx3bsBIMTo XM 300093 9 0YM -
83300MION@O bdgdBINM  INWAHNO> ©> BYoMbob FNWAHNOY - bHMOOY
9039690l ,039M05%, ,MMYDS“, 3[YgaLo®, ,3350%, ,Lsbocbm gabgmo®, ,,3bmdol
ROEI0”, Mdowoldo sdmdsgswo Mlvyegbmgsbo ,Kaskaz“-o s Ubgs Jo6-
0o 35Hgmgd0 5399990wb9b. 3MMHL3MbEOYBE0gdIOL  53EHMMYO0, 58dOL MZ0M-
bo39wo JoMm39wo s sB3HIBO LsBMmYsM FMM35(9900 56 WBGIWM 553056930
0y3696, OH™Iwgdos 90y0wHg 03bMd696 30sM9dsl s sMHgM©bab Mgocme ol-
GO0 BodBHgol. 3mOL3MbIbEGHMS FmEolss olgmo 3bmdowo obGm®mowo
306900, OMYMO0EsS 39HOY F96505, 93000 853935600560, 3BLEBHBEGHbY ToFoz0-
060, 56003MD XM0I0, @. 35353500560, MgEM LobM30s, Jobgo MmEYs S
1b3900. 239936 BLYZ3MB0TGOOM Fodmdz9ybgdmwo FgMowgdo, MHMIgwms dmMob
36™d900L LodMOZOm Fodmo®mBg3s ,sdMHBIYBMgEo JolombyMo“ s LLZ. dm3wg
3693 Y630gdOL MM GLMdIBY LobgEro s 439500 96 GOl J0MOMYOWO,
90H9535@ 530LY, olobo  30M39wbsmolbMmgzsbo  fgs®ms gdmdol MgseGo ols-
AMM0Mwo BOsmol s0agboLsL.

36MH93mbY63E09d0 35O FoMTMAIbOO sx8bsBgMOL Fsdobgwro ymxs
- 3bM36M9ds, Jowodgdls s Lmxwgddo dodobstg 30900, 30M39wo LsdgabogHm
06@9M9L900 sx3bsBYMOL dbadOL, B MO, Bsbol, 360dsEMHO 306OHMBYOOL, 3w~
WGHMOHOL dgagdols s 0bEHMMO0LIT0. SLsbwos 35FMMBOL, YO3-gogow3oU,
39OBgmd0L oMygdoL 496300050900, dmbogEoly s FmmagEwosbmdol, mzom
50060l 8yMdsMgdsa 30. 3630090000 0bFMEOTs300l MgR0Mbol Lemosw Mo 13qbg-
00l (3bm3M9d0L, FoMBobgdMmo s BsWO FoMBMTs3eMdOL 5EsT0sbMS gmgzol,
b0 B96315Do0L BsMYser0dgd0L 3OHMEgLOL Tglobgd. goblisgzmmEmgdmwo gmes-
Y05 93MdS BO3MNM0Z 5BLIBMS ymxs - 3bMm3zMYdSL, Fom 93mbmdozme dymds-
9005, 399390l s GHMOOE0JOL. 306039ws LHim®go 3 4oBgmgddo J3996-
905 583bsHMOO 96HYOO, BMEIWMOHMEO Fsbos s BI30MLOGHY309Mm9dOL bo-
9v3900. MBOM I9gBHoE, DMP0IOHmo 3MMgL3MbY305 IO SOHIOL SBbs-
D960 LOREOL YMRo? BogBob. dbxdMH0300, oLBIZOMO 5615, MHMA 53 IMSZSCT-
MM356 5 IM535wMOEbM36 06xmMTs305d0 3b3gd0m F5dobgwo  sBbIBgmOL
3965900l s 3MWEHMGOL 3bM3MYdsdo J0dEobsMg 53dgBL, QobsMNEgdOL bgen-

90L5H3MAMBOLS S 3MWEGHIOMWO 3bM3MYdOLEEIO 0bEIMLYdOL bger-bgems s
9®93MdM03 DOsL. XIX bomzmbol II Bobgzmolbs o XX bowm3mboll ©sdgyol Jotr-

Torus. A6xasus Victopuueckas obmacts I'pysun (Mcropuorpadmusa [LOKYMEHTBI U MaTepHaIbl
KoMeprapuu) c ApeBHeimux BpemeH A0 30-x rogos XX Bexa T6uancu 1997.
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00 309Ls, 3oBgm ,KaBkaz“- 056 gMms@, s3bsBgmol obEHMMO0L IO S
9653500 x39MHM356 D03 LMoL Jabob. gl Bod@o, BeMol XIX_ XX Lls. doxbols
JoOOMo 3MgLoL, HMAMOE 30039wbsMOlbM3s60 LsolBHMmMom fysmml 9609369-
MBSl 339900 93mgdolb sx8bsBgmol obEGHMMOMEo LMoL Mg3mblE®MW00l
QOMU.

XIX-XX 159939969900L Lodo®mzgaml, gobliogmm®gdom s53bsBgmols gobso-
900Ls 5 37 EHVIOOL OLEMMOOL Fglobgd 5O LETY3b0YOM WOEIOSEIOS-
B9 ©5330603905 3b5YMABL 13330 BOIOMBOL 5B ISEMBL. 58 3OIMOYIJOL
bbgoolb3s @OML MHMAMO [ OLEHMM03MLYd0, 1939 F9BsMEIGdOL oGO0l b3gEo-
5eoLG900 0331930696. 3539 Logzombgdbg sOLYdMIL M5dI60dg FmbmyMs-
130990 BsdMM™do, LsdgEbogB™ BEBIGH0S S 311BoiEOLEWOO HgMowo, Toa®msd ge-
0056 306393390 H bg35Dg 9390990 FMbMYMIROMEO 330935 56 335J3L. 0S-
30L EOMDBY, LEdFMMS OBEHMOOMYEM505d FMIHYOBS 53 LRgOMT0o 9339 OWIM-
Ma0D0M0E0 bsbosmol LsdFmms basMs@ogol 99ddbs, GMmIgmog 3mb3MgG I
09990L  2560b0 szl s FsMJLoBT - WgboboBIol 3MO6E039dL gi3mAdbgds. JsMs-
05, gb BIOMIGO0 IO BoJBHMEMAO0MO FobOEOMsd FoMTmMmygbogro, oy~
50 LEOLAHMMOM SHOMZHJOOL Fob3005MOOL 53 9BHI3DY, Fo0 Z5WOEIOMISBY Lo~
90560 r0ME0s. 50606 3GIMdYToL 3903 Hobsdgdodg ImbmaMsg0s 450sfY-
393U - 9L MBOM BoONM S 0bBHIOOLEO30bIOMEO 330g30L Bogsbos, Mog Ao~
35000 MZ0L 139(305¢OLEHOL PsOMWMBSL dmombmgl. Bz960 dobsbos mzsewo
393500936m»  XIX-XX' 1o93m69q00L s83bsBgmol  gobsmemgdols o 3Me@weols
obGH™MM05d0 3MmIBM JOMO0MSE OLEBHMMOW dMm3wg6gdL, J3mJgdols s M1970TgdOL
33000l BMbBY 53LbM® 58 MOO PIMIFOL 296300056093 5d0 J0d0bsty 3039~
19%0, OHMIWYdTs3 bgwro Tgmhgm bsdgMH™M3zg sBbIBgMTo 3MEEGHWOWIE-0bEHM-
00 009bEHMO0L (330EgdsL. MbMaMsx05do Bs3ombol slidol Falom, (odm-
0905 36053500 0gds, OHMIGEmS LOWMTOLYMEO 3300935 FMTog35¢do3 MBS do-
3639 @gL.

B396L dogé Fglfogeroo LoobBHm®mom ffgs®mgdo s bsdgEbogh™m o@geo-
A6 LOLZMEM 25650 gdOL LobiBYIob, Lolivyeroghm Lolifogergdegdols s Lodsl-
Do3w9dwm 3MMLYdOL BsIMYSE0d7dL, JMEEIOOLS s bgem3zbgdols Lbgsalbgs
M2900L  296300056M9dsLS O 9xbsBgMdo 0bFHY0y 300l BMOI0EMYdL gbgds.
MMamO3 50360369m, LsgEbog MM WOEHIMSGIMOL 1IMI3EGLMDS, LEdFMMS ergd-
405 259mg394690w90 5 59 BodOMIMS MYMMO0o Bs®BMm FoMJLolEwa-agbobm
9036905l 98319dbgds. dmbxdMH0305, smT0 g3MmJol 3390 S OLIMEIMAONIMO Qd-
B0gmds doermds  0a™dbmds, 30v9bge3s 530, 5 1030MYMOWO BoJEHMOM030
Lo MB0JBH OO b50DoL Loggdzganl 435dw93L.

XIX-XX 1599369900l 58bsBgmol gobsomergdols s 3Mw@rmol obGm®mool
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9330935035956, 30639¢ 0330, MBS 500b0dbML M35¢LoRObM sx3bsBO OlEMEMO-
3bobL  LogoMM39w Ml F93609609d505 535009d00l §936-3mEML3MbIbEHOL, 3MMmgY-
bom® 30mG30 dods@osb sdbsbe98s.*

3000 d0dsM0s oMM 3O MTBoEol 39360960 0ym, Jobo dGMIgdo JoEos-
Bo FdmdoMMHo Fbseol 3mwo@03ol, 3MNWEHMOMOLS s bsIEgdol oLEBHMEMOSL

* 200030 035005 (1914-1989) - sg3bsbo obEHMGO3MbO, Bg360gMo, oLBHMGool dgEbogMgds-
05 EMOJBHMO0, Lodo@mzgwml dgEboghgdsms 935009d00L §936-3mMgL3MmbgbE0. ©s0dss
1914 §erob 23 5360l Jmmoobol g«dgbool brmbmdol madol gwommol bsfjoerdo, bm-
039 wobbdo. LMol EsdMs3MgdoL 9999y, Loz MdEs IMbmgzol oLEMMOOL, o M-
LGOS S WOGHIMGHMOOL 0BLEHOGHMET0, 3o g™, 1936-1938 ngddo obEHMMosl
abfjogos mligmgol gMm-ghom b3mesdo. 0bLEBOGHWAGHOL sdmezMgdol dqdwga, 1939
Dowl, ©odMbos sgbsbgmbo s bodgsboghm - 33e09300m bogdosbmdsl gfigms bmbwmdol
Lobgadfiogm 39093ma0m6 0bLEOGHMGT0, Loz 39056 3B 35009MOL Tobfs3wgdE0Eb
0bLEGHOGMGHOL MdGHMOMB9Y. 1957 -1966 {jengddo oym 53 0BLEHOGMGHOL Mgd@mMMo s LLEOJI
oLGHMO00L 35009EMOL 3OHMBILMEO. s8bsbgmol Lobgwdfoxm Mboggdlodg@ol 89Jdbol dg-
00099, 1979-1988 (argddo 3000bwmd©s ¢gd3ogdl s83bsBgmol XIX-XX 1o 34969900l ob-
AMOooL Lobfogerm 39OmLJo, bgerddmgsbgumds 53 1bogzgmLoEgEOL oLEHMMmOOL, sGdgm-
@300b5 5 JObMYMOx00L Js0gEML. 1953-57 {engddo, Lmbdol 3gEoamy0wy® 0bLEOE Y-
Ao 9M05mBobD JOHMOE 0gm  s83bsBYmOL LsdgbogMm-33wgzomo  0bbGHoGMEGoL (890-
9300 ©. 3205l LobgEmdol s83bsbgmol, gbol, o Ms@G™MOLY s obEGMMooL 0bLEo-
AMAHO, BEO ©. ol LobgEMmdol 31Fsbo@eMMEo 33w 3900l 0bLEHOGME0-.5.) ©o-
69dB™M0L Imoyowg Ls8g3Ebogmm sMmado, bmwm 1966-1988 {Hengddo 8 0bLEGHoGMGHOL
©0M9dBHMO0. 1946 Fgal 200mMa0 d0ds6058 153906OIGHM OLYMEIE0S 033, bmerm
1958 gl - LoMmgGH™mO™M EOLYMESE0, 1960 (ol dogboFs 3OHMBILMEOL 93500900 fm-
0995, 1974 b s06Bogl bodsGmzgeml Ll dgEboghgdsms 350gdool  §930-30mMHgl3mb-
©9635. 300 J0dsM05 0YS 5BHBSBMOHO OLEMOOEO LsdgbogMm Lgmolb Bsdmysero-
0900l 1053990 b, MMIGWLOE LoRdzgEwo hogys®s  OLEHMMOMYMSBOEO FHEMSOEOO0L,
360 xzgbombso gOMm3zbmwo I93bogH-obEGHMMO3MLgdoLy s FYstrmmIzmbimdomo dsbol
365MBYOMOOL 30MMdJOT0. 0MmMR0 d0dsM0sl 1979 Fgul ImbmyMHogoolmzol ,,d9135x0MMds
@5 583bsBgmol XIX byry36ol obEHMOOOL 3MMdEgIgd0“ Fogbods LagdsOmgzgemlb Ll (bods-
0390l 13 FMMs LM EFOSWOLEHNHO HYL3YdE030L) Lobgwdfoxgm 3Mgdos. 1980 fgl dm-
B 553090 33¢0930LM30L M3 305EIE0 s8LIHBYHO 0bEHYE0d 6300l BmMToMY-
05“ EOIROWOMZS OTOGMO 4oL LobgEmdol s83bsBYMOL SLLG (583bsBYMOL 53EHMbM-
909960 LdFMms Le305OLAEHMO MHJL3MdE03s) bobgEdfonm 3Ggdoom. dobo Msmlbmdom
9dBoEs o 2odmd399bs 6563393900 sx8bsBIMOL SLLEG OLEBMMOOL dglobgd“ (Lembedo,
1960, 1964). gl 5GOL 3063900 2B6BMYIIOMEO 331935 3x8bsBYMOL oLGHMMOOL Flobgd
Md39glo EOMOEB Fgmag Lomzbol 495 bobgdsdy. 0MMA0 J0dsM0S SHOL MIBISZ3EHMMO
Gogbols ,,o83bsBgmol olGMMmos* (bmbwdo, 1986), GMIgwog s®ob 30390 Lobgeddwgs-
Byem MbogzgMLoGgEoL LGHMIbEHIOOLMZOL. FoMGMYO d0dsINL dOMAMR0 gi3mdbgds (36m-
300 58bsHO OLEHMM03MLOL 5MHZYEME 330358 dMbma®msxogdl: A. D. Kympasa, b. E. Cara-
pua. Jzuzzapua I'. A. Cyxymu, 1984; A. D. Kympasa. I'eopruit Anexceesnd [J3sumzapust. Cyxym,
2006; A. D. Kympasa. I'eopruit Anexceesuu [Isunsapus. (K 100-meTtuio co JHA POXIEHUA).
Cyxym, 2014; 5bg3g 3o0m390sL: Abxasckuit 6uorpadudeckuii ciaosaps, [loz. pea. B. III. ABuaz6a.
AG6Xa3cKuil MHCTUTYT IryMaHUTapHBIX uccaegopanmit um. JI. M. I'ymma AH A6xasum. Mocksa —
Cyxywm, 2015. a3. 303 — 304.
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9b9%s.  93GMM0 0331935 sBbsBYIMOL olGMOOOL oligo B30369mMw M9dqdL, MHM-
3MO0395 ,0935x0MMdS s XIX by3mbol sx3bsBYMOL OLEHMMOOL  3MIMdYIGOO*
(1982), ,,58b5Bgmols  H®Mlgmmsb 899Hngds s dobo obBHMOoeo 3603369 Mmds”
(1960), ,1866 farols oxsbygds sx83bsHymT0“(1955), ,,9350M0LEJd0 sx8bsbgmTo“
(1970), ,obbo: b6 33930 Lmgwol Mg3mEY30dge Fodliyanbg™ (1986), ,Lobs-
wbm 93mbMm3035 s LMEF0SEWOO MMHPNOYOHNMBJO0 XX Lo 37bol sBbsBgmdo (1870
Dol gengbms Ogam®dsdg)“, ,1910-1921 {ergdol s3bsbgmol obGm®mos* (1963) 5
Q5 30535000 bbgs. LodFMms M97000lL dbgd0ED A5TMIObIGY, b, Jombyo
d0ds605 dmdg30Hdol 0©YMWMPOME 306(3933H90L 339O®L 396 93w0Es. Jovy-
b9o390 5oLy, Jobo 33193900 FgEHHows® Fysmmgdol Mmd0gdG«e s65¢r0BLY o
06@9m36M9@5309L 99Hbmds s d30MHRLO F9b5dgbos LoJoMNZ9w ML OLEBHMMOOL-
030b. 30030 d0dsM0sl IOHMIGO0 sx3bsHo boerbols BHMogozeo olEGmmMool ghmo
QOO MO339BOZ5¢00s, 53 FBM0Z, Y9 5EMIdL 0d393L BsdMMT0 ,,0M3ox0MOMDS S
XIX Lo 39960L 53b5BgmoL OLEHMMOOL 3HMBEGTJd0%, HMIgEToi 53EHMMTs MdOg]-
GO 5 99w sdsHgIWs® S0gMs 0l OO BHEMRIOS, HMIJEoiE OHMLgoOL
0339600L J09g6 9BHYPO o3l SBBIB 5 5M5TIMOGHM 5BHIB bognbls.

300630 d0ds0050 IM535¢RIOMZ90 ©M3MTIBEHNO ToboE oDy ©ox3mdIbYdwY-
o 30390 dmbMmy®msx0wo 331935 J0wdmgbs Mo MmBoEMOL, O3 MTsEobS
5 P9gME0ol 3560HMb BomOMO BHMObsml 65dOHMAOL -,,35335B0g0 MBoEMOL dmm-
690900~ §ysmrmmI3mbgmdom 33¢0935L, GMIgeroE 1976 gl dmbzmgdo gsdmdag-
4605 Lomom®om: ,g3. G. BHmObsm s dobo XIX Lom3mbol 39335L0M0 TobogErgdo™ .
Aol Foabdo sEmwos 3635¢M0EbMm3s60 Tolos alvgwrgm 39335B00L bo-
wbgdol obGHMMO0L, gmbmaMsxzgool, ymaols s GHMoE0gdol dglobgd’. bofowo
3oboegdols 356 bgerbsfg®ol Lobom o@Mgs, MMIGEms 565¢P0BO s Fgg3aligds §o-
9m960w0s 0mM0 d0dsM0sL b5dMMITo. 93EMM0 bsBysldom Formomydl,
A6l oG OGO, LsdbYEOM, 3MWOG03MNO S O3 MIsEH0O Boddos-
Bmd5Bg, 08 BM5350M0EDMZ56 FoLoesBY OLOZWM 39335001 OBEBMMOOL Fgliobgd,
(3903 gbMy®mox00lL, oLEGHMMOMEO FgMAMIB0OLS S 3MWOEG03YM0 ObEM-

T. A. [Isupzapuda. MaxamxupcTo u npobiemsl uctopuu Abxasuu XIX cronerus, Cyxym, ,Ama-
mapa“, 1982; I'. A. Jisupzapus. [Ipucoenunenne A6xasuu k Poccun u ero ncropudeckoe 3Hade-
Hue, Cyxymu, 1960; T'. A. Isupzapua. Boccranue 1866 roma B Abxasuu.Cyxymu, AGrocuspar,
1955; T'. A. [JIsupzapus. Jlexabpuctsl B A6xasun, Cyxymu, Anamapa, 1970; T. A. JIsupzapus.
JIsixupr O4epk ZOPeBOTIOLMOHHOTO Ipoitoro cena,Cyxymu: Amamapa, 1986; I, A. JIsupazapus.
Hapopgtoe xo3s#icTBO 1 comuanbHble oTHOmeHHsI B AGxasuu B XIX Beke ([lo KpecThIHCKOI pe-
dopwmsr 1870 r.) Cyxymu, A6rocusgar, 1958; I'. A. JIsuasapusa. Ouepku ucropun A6xasuu. 1910 -
1921. T'ocynapcrBenHOe uzgatenscTBo «Cabuora CakapTeeno» Toumucu -1963;
¢ T. A. Haupzapua. ®. ®. Topuay u ero xaBkasckue marepuansl XIX Beka, ['aBHas pepaxuys
BOCTOYHOII JTHTepaTypsl u3gareascrsa ,Hayka“, Mocksa.1976.
7 ®. @. TopHay. Bocnomunanus kaBkasckoro oduiepa. Mocksa — «<ATPO-XXI» - 2008;
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0oL Bs300bgdL gbgds. oMY 0L SHOOM, 3. BHMEOBI) BsGM LEBsM 0d-
w935 XIX Lomzmbol 3oMH39wo dgbsdgol olsgargm 353356006 bogbgdols 3bmg-
900l dglsbgd s ImEgdmwo gdmgdol sabobgzguo bgs Lobm Fsbogrgdols sGMIMg-
0mdoL 3060930, gl (36MdYOO 30639ebIMOLBMZ560 LooLEMMOM {gotms XIX Lowm-
39960L 306M39wo dgLsdgdo 39335609WMs JObMAMIBOWWO YmBoLs S 3MWOEF0-
39960 3bm3MHgd0l dgLolfogwsc.
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390900 ,039605%, 1897 farols N122.

250900 ,MMYds“, N19, 1880 Fgcro.

290900 ,,MMYds“, N22, 1881 fgero.
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239%gomo Kaskas 1867, Kasxkas , 11 (23), VII, 1867, N 45;
39%gmo ,,Kaskaz*, 1986 {eools 19 ogbolio, N 47.

239b9gmo ,,Pecrrybnuka Abxasua“ Cpexpmasa [Ikoma Ne 2 Mim. A. C. Ilymxkuna r. Cyxym
Ocrosgana B 1870 r. https://www.2ndschool.ru/history.html

Lss®gdogm dslisengdo:
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Problems of the History of Education and Culture
1810-1918. In Abkhazia

From the end of the 17" century, when the local Christian cultural and educa-
tional centres were dismantled in Abkhazia and the area was emptied of clergymen,
there was virtually no cultural and educational activity here. From that time on, only
the ecclesiastical centres of Samegrelo (Odishi) Princedom were maintaining the
cultural life in Abkhazia. They were teaching the residents from Abkhazia (Abkhazs
and Georgians) literacy, scripture, geography, astronomy, arithmetic, hagiography,
hymnography, etc. It was based on centuries-old traditions of Georgian-Abkhaz
historical coexistence, which, despite the pressure from the highlanders and the
strengthening of Ottoman influence, was not completely eradicated. This determined
the fact that Abkhazia had remained a part of the all-Georgian cultural and historical
universe. This is evidenced by the written sources left by the Principals of Abkhazia,
Abkhaz and Georgian nobility, and the representatives of the lower social circles:
The official documents, letters, donations, complaints and rulings, tombstone epi-
taphs, etc. All of them are written in Georgian. There were also some family schools
and also an ecclesiastical school near the llori Church, where Georgian literacy and
other fields of literature were taught.

Throughout the 19" century, the house of Abkhazia’s principals was the
centre of the cultural life in Abkhazia. Even after the abolition of the Abkhazian
Princedom (1864), the representatives of the former ruling house and persons clo-
sely related to them were determining the main aspects of social and cultural life.
The activities of Giorgi (Safar-Bey) Sharvashidze, Mikheil Sharvashidze, Konsta-
ntine Sharvashidze, Giorgi Sharvashidze, Solomon Zvamba, Dimitri Machavariani,
and clergymen such as loané loseliani, Alexandre Okropiridze, Gabriel Kikodze,
Ambrosi Khelaia, Kyrion Sadzaglishvili, Ivané Gegia, and others should be espe-
cially mentioned. In 1810, with the support of the Abkhaz prince Giorgi (Safar-bey)
Sharvashidze, Ioané loseliani, the Archpriest of the Zugdidi Temple and the court
priest of the Abkhazian Principal, officially tried to open an ecclesiastical school in
the village Likhni, the centre of the Abkhazian Princedom.3*® This was the first ate-
mpt to establish an ecclesiastical school in Abkhazia.

The transformation of Sokhumi into the cultural and educational centre of Ab-
khazia began in the mid-19'" century, after the foundation of the first Ecclesiastical
and secular schools. Giorgi (Safar-bey) Sharvashidze’s children, Mikheil, Konstan-

36 ACAC, VI, Il, 1875: Axmol, cobpannvie Kaskasckoro apxeozpaguueckoti komuccuero. Uznan
noj penakuuelt npencenarens komuccun Ao0. bepace, 1. VI, 4. |l. Tudmnc: Tunorpadus I'maBaoro
Vnpaenenus Hamectuka Kaskasckoro, 1875. a3. 850-851
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tine and Alexandre, had a good Georgian education which was ensured by their
mother Tamar Dadiani (sister Grigol Dadiani, the Samegrelo Principal). This
tradition was continued in the family of Mikheil, whose spouse was Alexandra (Tsu-
tsa) Dadiani, a representative of the side branch of the Samegrelo Princely House
and the granddaughter of Niko Dadiani, who was known as the Great Niko.

Georgian was the main language of culture and education in 19" century
Abkhazia. This is confirmed by the Russian scholars and travellers of the first half
of the 19" century®’. Their works contain a lot of information about artefacts de-
corated with Georgian Asomtavruli inscriptions in the 19" century Abkhazia. For -
example, Georgian inscriptions are on the icons commissioned by Mikheil Sharva-
shidze in 1829 and 1848, which he donated to the Lukhuni (Likhni) Temple. The
correspondence of Mikheil Sharvashidze with the Russian authorities and family
members was conducted in Georgian. Letters of the Principal’s family members
were also written in perfect Georgian. Simon Janashia, observing the form and style
of Mikheil Sharvashidze’s correspondence, concludes that “such function of the
Georgian language was the result of the centuries-old cultural and historical develo-
pment of the country of Abkhazia”.>*® Besides the official documents and epistolary
legacy of Giorgi (Safar-Bey) Sharvashidze and Mikheil Sharvashidze, the Russian
General Kotzebueconfirms the widespread use of the Georgian language at Mikheil
Sharvashidze’s court: “Georgian was the written language used by the family of the
Princes Sharvashidze. % It should be also mentioned that the tombstone epitaphs
of the last prince of Abkhazia Mikheil Sharvashidze and his wife Alexandra Dadiani
in the Mokvi Cathedral are also made in Georgian Asomtavruli script.®®° Also in
Georgian are the tombstone epitaph of nobleman Mikheil Marshania in the same
temple®! and numerous tombstone epitaphs found in Gali Municipality. Among the
latter, special attention is to be paid to the tombstone epitaphs of noblewoman
Salome Anchabadze and her husband Kiazo Emkhvari.*®?

37 Seleznyov, 1847: M. CenesHes. PykoBozcTso k nosHanuio Kaskasza. Ku. Il. Canxr-Tletep6ypr,

1847. p. 206

3% Janashia, 1988 — Simon Janashia. Giorgi Sharvashidze. Cultural and Historical Essay. — Works.

Vol. VI. Thilisi: Publishing House “Metsniereba, ” 1988 (in Georgian). p 35.

359 Zurab Papaskiri. On National, Political and Cultural Self-ldentity of the Sharvashidze Princedom.

— Spekali. Electronic Bilingual Scholarly Peer-Reviewed Journal of the Faculty of Humanities at

Ivane Javakhishvili Thbilisi State University, Nel, 2010 (http://www. spekali.tsu.ge/index.php/en/ar-

ticle/viewArticle/1/8/. Zurab Papaskiri. Georgia. Historical Past and Present. Collection of Works.

Thilisi: Publishing House “Meridiani, ” 2016 (in Georgian) (See relevant literature there), p . 412.

360 Bgazhba Kh., 1967: X. C. Brax6a. U3 uctopuu nucbmeHHocty B A6xasun.M3narensctso ‘“Mey-

nuepeba”. Towmmcu, 1967 cc. 32-33. (https://yadi.sk/i/-cFRKsreuz7r3). Valeri Silogava. Epigraphy

of Abkhazia and Samegrelo. Thilisi: Artanuji Publishing, 2004 (in Georgian). pp 298-301.

%1 Bgazhba Kh., 1967: X. C. brax6a. U3 ucropuu nucemennoctr B AGxasuu. c. 31; Valeri Siloga-

va. Epigraphy of Abkhazia and Samegrelo. pp 302-303.

32 |_ja Akhaladze. One More Inscription from Abkhazia. — Historical Researches, VIII-1X. Annual of
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Constantine Sharvashidze, the younger brother of Mikheil Sharvashidze, also
draws attention. Although he was educated at the Pages’ Corps in St. Petersburg,
Constantine Sharvashidze was close to the Georgian aristocratic circles and shared
their ideas. It is evidenced by his participation in the 1832 conspiracy to restore the
state independence of Georgia.*® As it is seen from the testimony of one of the con-
spirators, Constantine Sharvashidze enjoyed great authority among them. He was
talking ecstatically about freedom and claimed that he “could mount an uprising in
Abkhazia, and clear Abkhazia from the Russians with two thousand Abkhazs.” He
also “intended to send 300 armed Abkhazs (According to the other source, 500 Ab-
khazs) to Thilisi in the first days of the revolt. %% Because of his participation in the
1832 conspiracy, Constantine Sharvashidze was banished from Georgia®® and was
allowed to return only from 1858 (he lived mainly in Kutaisi and Thbilisi). This
period is associated with his active involvement in the process of creating the first
Abkhazian alphabet.

It is known that Abkhazian was a spoken language. The Russian government
decided to create an Abkhazian script in the 1860s. The creation of the Abkhazian
script is connected with the name of General Peter von Uslar, who composed the
Abkhazian alphabet on the basis of Cyrillic script in 18623, The same year, the
Society for the Restoration of Orthodox Christianity in the Caucasus set up in Thilisi
a special commission headed by General Ivan Bartolomeito compile the first
textbook of the Abkhazian alphabet for Abkhazian parish schools. The members of
the commission were the well-known Georgian historian Dimitri Purtseladze, who
at that time was in charge of the affairs of the Society for the Restoration of
Orthodox Christianity, and Vladimir Trirogov, the Special Representative of the Ca-
ucasus Viceroy, graduate of the Faculty of Oriental Studies at St. Petersburg Uni-
versity and an expert in Oriental languages. The residents of Abkhazia — Priest loa-
né Gegia, Officer Giorgi Kurtsikidze, and Simeon Eshba — also took an active part
in creating the alphabet. In addition, the Abkhazian text was reviewed and corrected

Abkhazian Organization of Georgian Historical Society by EkvtimeTakaishvili. Thilisi, 2006 (in Geor-
gian). Pp 208- 212;

363 Potto, 1994: B. A. Ilorro. Ucropus 44-ro IparyHckoro Humxkeropojckoro noika. T. IV.CaHkr-
[MerepOypr, 1894. cc. 25-26

364 Gozalishvili, 1970: Giorgi Gozalishvili. 1832 conspiracy. T. 2. Materials (Testimonies of Cons-
pirators), Comments. Thilisi: Publishing House “Merani, ” 1970 (in Georgian). pp 363-364.

%5 ACAC, VI, 11, p. 410)

%6 Teimuraz Gvantseladze. The Abkhazian Language and the Georgian Graphics. —Spekali.
Electronic Bilingual Scholarly Peer-Reviewed Journal of the Faculty of Humanities at Ivane Javakhi-
shvili Tbilisi State University, Ne5, 2012 p.11. (http://www.spekali.tsu. ge/index.php/en/article/-
viewArticle/5/44/).
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twice: by Constantine Sharvashidze in 1863 and by Grigol Sharvashidze in 1864.
According to their suggestion, the Bzipi pronunciation of the Abkhazian language,
which was used in the book at first, was changed to the common Abkhazian
pronunciation.®®’

The creation of the Cyrillic-based Abkhazian alphabet by P. von Uslar was
highly criticized. It was believed that Georgian graphics better reflected the pho-
nemes of Abkhazian sounds.*®® This fact was acknowledged by Peter von Uslar hi-
mself when he wrote®®°: “The Georgian alphabet system can be taken as the basis of
a common alphabet for all Caucasian languages that are not written languages yet;
But if we borrow from Georgians not only the alphabet system, but also the outline
of the letters, we will unintentionally create difficulties, which will be even more
noticeable as the Russian literacy spreads more in the Caucasus”®’° Even the Abk-
haz nationalists believed that the Russian Empire was trying to separate the Abkhazs
from the kindred peoples.>”* The Abkhazian script was created solely for political
reasons and aimed both the isolation of the Abkhazs from the Georgian cultural uni-
verse and the preparation of their Russification through the use of Russian graphics
and the Russian language.®’? Although at that time this alphabet could not be used
properly, and neither the Abkhazian primary school nor the Abkhazian literature
could be established on its basis, this fact gave hope to the Abkhaz society that they
would have their own script and new fields of culture.

Georgian missionaries of the Georgian Exarchate played a special role in the
cultural life of Abkhazia and in the survival of the Abkhaz ethnos in general. Their
activities contributed to the institutional development of education and culture in

%7 Teimuraz Gvantseladze. The Abkhazian Language and the Georgian Graphics. —Spekali.
Electronic Bilingual Scholarly Peer-Reviewed Journal of the Faculty of Humanities at Ivane Javakhi-
shvili Tbilisi State University, Ne5, 2012 (http://www.spekali.tsu. ge/index.php/en/article/viewArticl-
e/5/44)).

38 Petre Charaia. About the Abkhazian alphabet. - Isari, Georgian daily literary-political newspa-
per. N282, 1907. (in Georgian).

%9 Gamakharia, Gogia, 1997: Jxeman T'amaxapus, Bagpu T'orus.AGxasus — HCTOpHUYECKas
obnacte ['py3un. Tounucu: M3narensctBo «4e0zomar,1997. (in Russian), p.353; Compare: Teimu-
raz Gvantseladze. Imperial Linguistic Policy in Abkhazia and its results. — Conflicts in Georgia and
Prospects for Peace. Thilisi: Publishing House “Kalamus, ” 2009 (in Georgian). p.210.

370 I'py3uHCKuil andaBur... eBa JU 3T0 HU €CTh COBEpLICHHEHIINIA U3 BCeX CYMIECTBYIOMUX anda-
BUTOB... CHCTeMa Trpy3nHCKON a30yKH MOKET OBITh MPUHSATA 32 OCHOBaHME I oOIIeii a30yku Bcex
KaBKa3CKUX HApOJO0B, YYXKJAbIX 10 CUX IOP I'PaMOTHOCTH. Ho ecimu MbI MO3anMMCTBYEM Yy I'PY3UH HE
TOJIGKO CHUCTeMy a30ykd, HO W HadepTaHue OYKB, TO COBEPIIEHHO MPOU3BOJIBHO CO3MAINM
3aTpyAHEHUs, KOTOpbIe TeM OyayT ONIyTUTENbHEe, 4eM 0oJjiee TPAaMOTHOCTh PACHpPOCTPAHUTCS TIO
Kaskasy»(Uslar, 1887: 48-49).

$lAshkhatsava, 1925: S. M. Ashkhatsava. The ways of development of the Abkhaz history. Public-
ation of the Nar-kompros of Abkhazia, 1925. (in Russian), pp 37-38.

372 Gvantseladze, 2009: Teimuraz Gvantseladze. Imperial Linguistic Policy in Abkhazia and its
results.Conflicts in Georgia and Prospects for Peace. Thilisi: Publishing House “Kalamus,” 2009 (in
Georgian). p. 212.
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Abkhazia. The establishment of the first educational and cultural institutions is con-
nected with their names.The first was the Okumi Parish School, which was opened
for the children of nobles by David Machavariani, a graduate of the Thilisi Theo-
logical Seminary, in 1851. Soon the gifted children of peasants also were able to
join the school. There was a library near Okumi school, which was opened by Ivané
Gegia with his own funds.?”

It is believed that the Okumi school for a long time was the only one among
the schools and parish schools of the Orthodox Christian Restoration Society in the
Caucasus.®”* However, there are reports that other (non-official) schools had already
functioned in Abkhazia (namely, in Likhni and llori) before 1851-1852.3> According
to the archival sources, the Georgian Exarch rewarded Bishop Alexandre Okro-
piridze (8 May 1852) for establishing a school for the children in llori. The
documents show that the pupils were ready to enter the 2" grade in 1852 and their
achievements had been already substantial. Based on the documents, we can
presume that the llori school started its functioning no earlier than 1850 and no later
than May 18513® As for the Likhni ecclesiastical school, it was officially establi-
shed on 25 September 1852 and was subordinated to Alexandre Okropiridze, the
supervisor of the Abkhazian Theological School. The Russian scholar A. Dudko also
mentions the establishment of schools at churches and monasteries in Abkhazia,
namely in Bedia, Saberio, Dikhazurga, and Gudava.3’’

Soon new schools were opened in Samurzakano and Abkhazia. For example,
there were 11 schools in Samurzakano (Okumi, Dikhazurga, Bedia, Gudava, Tagi-
loni, I and 11 Saberio, Barghebi, Nabakevi, Chuburkhindji, Pakhulani) by 1868. The
llori school also continued its functioning and Bishop Alexandre Okropiridze
donated 200 rubles from his own salary to this school®’8,

In 1863, a school for the highlanders was opened in Sokhumi. The Sokhumi
school was designed for 20 boys, including 15 places for the children of Abkhaz
nobles and 5 places for the children of Russian officials. The education would last
four years.3”® For years, the school superintendent was Constantine Machavariani

37 Tedo Sakhokia. Travels (Guria, Adjara, Samurzakano, Abkhazia). Batumi: Publishing House
”Sabchota Achara,” 1985 (in Georgian). pp 333-335.

374 Dudko.1956: A.P. Dudko. From the history of the pre-revolutionary school in Abkhazia (1851-
1917). Sukhumi: Abgiz, 1956. p.3

375 Gamakharia.2006: St. High Priest Alexander (Okropiridze) and Abkhazia. The collection com-
piled, research and commentaries by Jemal Gamakharia. Thilisi, 2006 (in Georgian). p.67; A.P.
Dudko. From the history of the pre-revolutionary school in Abkhazia (1851-1917), p.20.

376 CHAG: Central Historical Archive of Georgia. Collection 493, Case 96, p. 18

377 Dudko.1956: A.P. Dudko. From the history of the pre-revolutionary school in Abkhazia (1851-
1917). p.20.

378 Gamakharia, 2005: Jemal Gamakharia. Abkhazia and Orthodoxy. Thilisi, 2005 (in Geo). p 457.

379 Gulia D, 1962: 1. T'ynus. Ucropus ropckoit mkogsl. — Couunenus, 1. V. Cyxymn. 1962. ¢.140.
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(son of David Machavariani, the founder of the Okumi School). The Sokhumi Hig-
hlanders’ School was the largest educational institution in Abkhazia®®,

According to the material published in the newspaper “Kavkaz” on 1 June
1866, the local Russian administration established the women’s school in Sokhumi on
3 March 1866. There, among others, were enrolled five Abkhazs.!. In 1870, the se-
cond women’s school for the Abkhaz girls — a Progymnasium — had been opened in
Sokhumi.®® The establishment of the Highlanders’ School and the women’s Progy-
mnasium only for the children of the Abkhaz and Russian civil servants, unequivo-
cally indicates the imperial goal to divide the local community and gradually
establish its own foothold for the full domination in the region.

To 1917, about 79 schools with 3407 pupils were functioning in Abkhazia.®®?
The establishment of the Sokhumi branch of the Society for the Spreading of Litera-
cy among Georgians greatly contributed to the institutional development of educa-
tion in Abkhazia. The idea of establishing a Sukhumi branch was born during llia
Chavchavadze’s stay in Abkhazia. Ilia Chavchavadze was invited to Gagra by Duke
Alexander von Oldenburg and he arrived there in May of 1903. From there Ilia Cha-
vchavadze went to Sokhumi. On 24 May he was warmly welcomed by the Georgian
society of Sokhumi (by the initiative of Tedo Sakhokia) in Alexandre Sharvashi-
dze’s house.® It was at the official dinner, after the toast made by Ilia Chavchava-
dze, that one of the young attendees asked him, as the Chairman of the Society for
the Spreading of Literacy among Georgians, to request the establishment of the
branch of this society in Sokhumi. However, the establishment of the Branch and
opening the school took several years. This idea was revived in 1909 when Niko
Tavdgiridze, the known publicfigure, wrote the petition on behalf of the Georgians
of Sokhumi. Finally, the Sokhumi Branch of the Society for the Spreading of
Literacy among Georgians had been established in 1910. Its active members were
Antimoz Jugheli, Mariam Dadiani-Anchabadze (Chairman of the Board), Niko
Tavdgiridze, Sachino loseliani, Niko Janashia, and others.*® The number of mem-
bers grew to 355 in 1913. Soon the branch had its own schools in Sokhumi, Gudau-

30 Tarba, 1964: B.T. Tap6a. K 100-netuto Cyxymckoii abxasckoit mxonsl. Cyxymu: M3naTenscrso
«Anawapay, 1964. c.10.
381 papaskiri, 2004: Zurab Papaskiri. Studies in History of Present-Day Abkhazia. Part 1. From
Ancient Times till 1917. Thilisi: Publishing House “Meridiani,” 2004 (in Georgian). pp. 216-217.
382 Dudko.1956: A.P. Dudko. From the history of the pre-revolutionary school in Abkhazia (1851-
1917). P.40.
383 Dudko.1956: A.P. Dudko. From the history of the pre-revolutionary school in Abkhazia (1851-
1917). pp. 309-328
34 Gelenava, 2011: Irakli Gelenava. Abkhazia from 1881 till February of 1917 — Essays from the
History of Georgia. Abkhazia from Ancient Times till the Present Days. Thilisi, 2011. (in Geo).p 370.
35 Kvaratskhelia, 2009: Boris Kvaratskhelia. Niko Janashia's Cultural, Educational, Social and
Political activities. Thilisi: Publishing House “Universali,” 2009 (in Georgian). p.41.
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ta, and Gali. There were also small schools in the villages. In 1911, at the initiative
of the Sokhumi residents, the People’s University was founded. Initially, the number
of students was around 40. The classes lasted for 5 days a week and the Georgian
literacy was also taught there33°,

One of the prominent figures in the cultural and educational life of Abkhazia
at the turn of the 20" century was Niko Janashia. As soon as the Sokhumi branch of
the society was established, at the request of the board, Niko Janashia was invited as
a teacher of the Georgian school. He started working in 1910 and worked there until
his death. Along with other public figures (Antimoz Jugheli, Alexandre Sharvashid-
ze, Andria Chochua), he made a great contribution to the establishment of a semina-
ry in Abkhazia. The four-year seminary was open on 1 July 1915 and from 1917 it
was supervised by Alexandre Giorgobiani, a graduate of Moscow University.>®’

It is impossible to omit the prominent Georgian and Abkhaz public figures
when studying the history of culture of Abkhazia in the 19" and early 20" centuries.
Among them who greatly influenced the cultural life of the region we should single
out Giorgi Sharvashidze, the son of the last Principal of Abkhazia Mikhail Shar-
vashidze and the heir to the throne. Giorgi Sharvashidze, with his works and activi-
ties as a poet, playwright, novelist, essayist, and theatre critic, was an integral part of
the all-Georgian culture. He referred to Georgia as “our homeland Iveria” and
considered Abkhazia as an organic part of this Iveria (Georgia). Shalva Inal-ipa, the
well-known Abkhaz scholar, correctly stated that he “was striving to restore the
historical unity of two kindred peoples — Georgians and Abkhazs.” 38

Giorgi Sharvashidze had a special relationship with the newly formed commu-
nity of theatre-lovers in Abkhazia, which later became the basis for the establish-
ment of a drama theatre. Theatrical performances began in Sokhumi in the 1880s.
The first performances were organized by Sokhumi theatrical circle. Thus, Sokhumi
drew attention of not only the Abkhaz, but also of the Georgian theatrical commu-
nity in general. Soon the drama group was formed in Sokhumi. Its inspirers were
ladies from the Sharvashidze and the Anchabadze families: Mariam, Aghati, and Te-
rezia Sharvashidze, and Mariam (Masho) Dadiani-Anchabadze. At first, the income
from the theatrical performances was used for charity. The money was spent on
schools and hospitals, or given to the poor and students. In 1885, the Sokhumi thea-
tre-lovers society performed the first play in Georgian before the audience. From
1886, Lado Meskhishvili began his collaboration with the Sokhumi theatre-lovers

3%6Newspaper Sakhalkho Gazeti, 1911, Ne40;
37 Gelenava, 2000: Irakli Gelenava. From the history of the establishment of the Sokhumi Teaching
Seminary, Journal. "Abkhazian News". N4. Thilisi 2000 (in Georgian). pp.38-40.
38 |nal-ipa, 1973: Shalva Inal-ipa. Abkhazian literature yesterday and today. Thilisi: Publishing
House “Ganatleba,” 1973 (in Georgian). p.8.
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society. He had special relations with the Sokhumi Theatre.38°

In 1894, “The Georgian Koro” (“The Georgian Choir”), the first professional en-
semble of the Georgian song (founded on 15 November 1886), successfully condu-
cted its performances in Sokhumi. It was led by Czech singer loseb Ratil (Navratil),
the lead singer of Thilisi Opera and Ballet Theatre, who was immensely in love with
Georgian folk song. In 1897, Alexandre Kavsadze, the famous choirmaster, visited
Sokhumi and performed with great success on the stage of the Sokhumi Theatre®®,

Sokhumi and Sokhumi Drama Theatre are closely connected with the name of
Shalva Dadiani, the famous Georgian writer, playwright, and a theatrical figure. His
active theatrical activities and acting career began in Sokhumi. From 1912 Shalva
Dadiani was able to establish a semi-professional theatre in Sokhumi. There were
several professional actors including Elo Andronikashvili, Vaso Agulishvili, later
Evelina Tsutsunava and David Kobakhidze in the Georgian troupe. The troupe
actively collaborated with Dzuku Lolua’s choir.

Along with the Georgian, the Abkhazian theatre was also founded in the
1910s. Following the initiative of Dimitri Gulia, an Abkhazian literary-dramatic cir-
cle headed by Anton Shakaia was formed in Sokhumi in 1918. The first Abkhazian-
language performance under the direction of local theatre-lover Platon Shakril was
held in Ochamchire in 1918. 3! When talking about the formation and development
of theatrical art in Abkhazia, it is impossible not to recall the first Abkhazian
professional artist Alexandre Sharvashidze. He was educated at the Moscow Higher
School of Painting, Sculpture and Architecture. He was a graphic artist, painter,
scenographer, and art critic and theorist. He worked in St. Petersburg and Paris
Theatres. In 1918 he returned to Sokhumi and as a theatre artist he also contributed
to the development of theatrical art in Abkhazia. In 1918, at the initiative of A. Sha-
rvashidze, a children’s art studio was opened in the building of the Sokhumi Wo-
men’s Gymnasium, where he gave drawing lessons.3*? He was invited to Europe in
1920 and has lived in Europe since 1921, but he donated about 500 works to the
museums of Thilisi and Sokhumi in 1958.3%

The formation and development of modern Abkhaz culture was greatly influe-
nced by Solomon Zvanba, the Abkhaz military officer, scholar, and ethnographer.
He was educated in St. Petersburg and served in the Honourable Regiment. He spent

389 paghava, 1941 Akaki Paghava. Lado Meskhishvili. Journal Theatre, Ne5, 1941 (in Georgian). Ne5
39 Newspape: Iveria,1897: Ne122
%91 Georgian Soviet, 1985: Georgian Soviet Encyclopaedia. Vol. 9. Thilisi, 1985 (in Georgian).p503.
392 Shervashidze, 1961: JI. A. Illeppamunze. U3o6pasurensHoe uckyccTBo B A6xasun 3a 40 net Co-
BETCKOW BJIaCTH. — Tpyovl A6Xazckoeo unHcmumyma s3vika, aumepamypvl u ucmopuu umenu JI. U.
Tynua, XXXIN. Uz0amenvcmeoAxademuu nayxl pysunckoti CCP. Cyxymu, 1961.
393 Shervashidze, 2011 : P. A. Illeppamnnze-Yau6a. Cratbu, ouepku, 0630psl. CraBponons, 2011
(http://apsnyteka.org/183shervashidze_chachba_r_a.html).
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seven years in Russia and then enlisted in the Black Sea Coast Guard Battalion.
Solomon Zvanba knew well the life and traditions of the Abkhazs. It is confirmed
by his ethnographic works.3** It should be also noted that Solomon Zvanba was the
first scholar who considered the Abkhazs to be culturally and historically separate
from the rest of Georgia. He was the first Abkhaz scholar whose scientific work and
cultural identity were entirely associated with the Russian cultural universe.

Dimitri Gulia, who started his public activities at the end of the 19" century,
has a special contribution to the formation of Abkhaz culture and Abkhaz national
values. He was educated at the Highlanders’ school in Sukhumi and the Teaching
Seminary in Gori. Dimitri Gulia as a scholar, poet, writer, and public figure was gre-
atly influenced by Georgian public opinion. He collaborated with Thilisi State Uni-
versity, where he was invited to teach Abkhazian language. In 1892, Dimitri Gulia,
together with Constantine Machavariani, adapted the alphabet created by P. von
Uslar to match the sounds of the Abkhazian language and published the new Cyri-
Ilic-based Abkhazian alphabet. The textbook based on the revised Abkhazian
alphabet was published by Andria Chochua in Thilisi in 1909. In 1912, two impor-
tant collections of Dimitri Gulia’s poems, based on the Abkhaz folklore, were publ-
ished in this script in Thilisi. In 1913, his ballad “The Love Letter” was published
also in Thilisi. Thus, the foundation of the Abkhaz culture, literature, and poetry was
gradually laid, and it was closely connected with the Georgian literature and culture.

Dimitri Gulia is also associated with “Apsni,” the first newspaper in Abkhazi-
an language, which was published on 27 February 1919. With the support of Geor-
gian friends, the Abkhazian type was mould in Thilisi and brought to Sokhumi by
Andria Chochua. The newspaper’s editorial office was in the building of the Sokhu-
mi Teaching Seminary. A total of 35 issues were published before 12 February 1921
when the publication of “Apsni” was stopped. As Dimitri Gulia wrote, the newspa-
per was closed temporarily,3% although, in fact, this was the first repressive step of
the Soviet government against the Abkhaz national culture.

At the turn of the 20" century, musical institutions were also established in
Abkhazia. In 1904, following the initiative of Mariam Dadiani-Anchabadze and the
board of the Sokhumi branch of the Society for the Spreading of Literacy among
Georgians, Georgian musician, singer, and choirmaster Dzuku Lolua moved to Sok-
humi. After his arrival he immediately created a reading room “Dioskuria, ” gathered
up to eighty singers and formed a choir. In the choir’s repertoire special attention

3% Zvanba, 1982 — A6xa3sckue stHorpaduueckue 3Tioab1. CocTaBuTeND, aBTOP OHOrpado-6udaHo-
rpa)u4ecKoro ouepka B OTBETCTBEHHBIN penaktop /. A. /[3udzapus. Cyxymu: 3gatenscTBo «Ana-
wapay,1982. Dzidzaria, 1979: I A. /[3udzapus. ®opMUpOBaHUE JTOPEBOIOIIMOHHOM a0Xa3CKON HH-
temreHmu. CyXyMu: H3IATENbCTBO «Arawapay, 1979. cc.45-47.
3% Gulia D., 1925: I.T'yaus. cropus A6xasun. T. |. Usnanune Hapkomnpoca C.C.P. A6xasun. 3-s
tunorpagus [omurpadrpecta BCHX I'pysun. Tudnnc,1925. ¢.22.
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was paid to the Abkhazian songs (along with the Georgian ones), which were
collected during Dz. Lolua’s village-by-village walks. He recorded them on a pho-
nograph, performed on the stage and saved for the eternity. In fact, he is the first
collector and recorder of Abkhazian folk songs .3%

A new phase in the development of musical art in Abkhazia began in the era
of the Democratic Republic of Georgia. On 23 April 1919, Zakaria Chkhikvadze,
the famous Georgian choirmaster and teacher, with the instructions of the Georgian
Music Society established a branch of the Music Society in Sokhumi. It was called
the Abkhazo-Georgian Music Society of Sokhumi. In fact, it was the first philhar-
monic society in Sokhumi whose chairman became Astamur Inalipa.

David Chkotua, a representative of aristocratic circles, is another prominent
Abkhaz whose work developed in the natural cultural and historical way of the
Abkhaz people. He was a member of the younger generation of Georgian 1860s mo-
vement and a participant of the Georgian National Liberation movement. David
Chkotua was also a columnist, talented journalist, tireless propagandist of education,
and great scholar. His scientific and publicistic letters address various topical issues
of Georgian linguistics, literature, education, ethnography, and geology. He was one
of the first to begin the discussion regarding the national and universal significance
of Rustaveli’s immortal poem.3%” Despite the tragic and unjust fate, David Chkotua
with his journalist and scholarly activities had a profound impact on Rustvelology
and on the history of Georgian national culture in general.

The history of the cultural life of Abkhazia of the 19" and early 20" centuries
knows many prominent people, whose works and public activities deserve special
research. There are people whose contributions to various spheres of public life are
invaluable. Mikheil Sharvashidze, Constantine Sharvashidze, Giorgi Sharvashidze,
loané loseliani, Anton Dadiani, Alexandre Okropiridze, Gabriel Kikodze, Kyrion
Sadzaglishvili, David Machavariani, Ivané Gegia, Mariam Sharvashidze, Aghati
Sharvashidze, Tereza Sharvashidze, Solomon Zvanba, David Chkotua, Dimitri Gu-
lia, Tedo Sakhokia, Petré Tcharaia, Mariam (Masho) Dadiani-Anchabadze, Niko
Janashia, Luarsab Botsvadze, Taras Anchabadze, Niko Tavdgiridze, Constantine
Machavariani, Shalva Dadiani, and many others were the people who created the
cultural image of Abkhazia of that period.

3% |olua, 2015: DzukulLolua. A Little on the Folk Song and Chant. — Chronicle of Georgian Chants
in the Periodicals of 1861-1921. Thilisi, 2015 (in Georgian).
397 Jaiani, 2005: Marine Jaiani. The Life and Works of David Chkotua.Tbilisi: Publishing House

“Universali,” 2005 (in Georgian). pp.148-149.
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Education and Culture in Abkhazia During
the Soviet Period (1921-1991)

Educationand Science. The imperial policy of russification which began
from the 1880s continued intensively in Soviet times. The first steps taken by the
Soviet authorities in the cultural and educational field in Abkhazia immediately
indicated the plans of the Soviet Empire in this direction. The first blow in this
regard was received by the Abkhazian and Georgian newspapers and magazines.
For example, the Abkhazian newspaper “Apsny,” founded by Dimitri Gulia (with
the support of the Government of the Democratic Republic of Georgia) in 1919, was
closed in 1921.3% Instead, a new newspaper — “Apsny Kapsh” (“Red Abkhazia”),
was founded. It fully expressed the political interests of the Bolshevik government
in Abkhazia. At the same time daily Russian-language newspaper of the Abkhazian
Revkom and RCP(b) Orgburo “Voice of labour Abkhazia” («I onoc mpyodosou A6-
xaszuu») became a powerful tool of propaganda. It is noteworthy that the vast
majority of the newspaper editors and executives were the Russian Bolsheviks.
Later (from December 1926) this newspaper was renamed to “Soviet Abkhazia”
(«CosemcrasnAbxasusy). In 1937, a Georgian-language newspaper “Sabchota Ap-
khazeti *(,b58 #m0s 50659000 — also “Soviet Abkhazia”) was founded. It was pu-
blished under strict censorship. Other Georgian and Abkhazian magazines and new-
spapers were also founded.

After the establishment of Soviet rule, in Abkhazia, as well as in other regions
of Georgia, many of the schools considered ideologically unreliable for the gove-
rnment were abolished or completely transformed. Among them was the Sokhumi
teacher’s seminary, which was established during the Democratic Republic of Geor-
gia. Women’s Gymnasium, Women’s Teaching Seminary, Sokhumi 1% and 2" Pri-
mary Schools, Gagra Realschule, Gudauta and Gulripshi Primary Schools, Ochamc-
hire Girls’ Gymnasium, Ochamchire Primary School, Likhni Primary School, Oku-
mi and Otobaia Primary Schools were also abolished.>*°

The process of the abolition or reorganization of pre-Soviet educational insti-
tutions in Abkhazia took place at the time when Abkhazia was experiencing a lack
of literacy skills. According to the 1923 census, the number of literates was only
21.9% of the total population of Abkhazia.*®® On 24 December 1921, the Central

3% Gulia D., 1925: JI. I'ynus. Uctopus A6xasuu. T. |. Uznanue Hapxomnpoca C.C.P. A6xasuu. 3-a
tunorpacdwus [omurpadrpecta BCHX I'pysun. Tudnnc,1925. ¢.22.
399 Sakvarelidze, 1992: Giorgi Sakvarelidze. Resurrection from the Dead of the Georgian School
(1918-1921).Thilisi: Thilisi University Press, 1992 (in Georgian). pp 44-48.
400 Collection of materials, 1959: Cre3apiCoBeToBAGOxa3un. C60pHUK OOKYMEHMOE U MAMEPUANOE
(1922-1923 22.). CocraButens A. O. Tynymocsan. Cyxymu:46zocuzoam, 1959. ¢.83; Kvaratskhelia,
2006: Boris Kvaratskhelia. Essays on the history of Abkhazian culture. Part | (1921-1950). Thilisi:
Publishing House “Lega, ” 2006 (in Georgian). p.6.
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Executive Committee of Abkhazia adopted a decree “On the Elimination of Illit-
eracy among the Population. ' Onits basis the special schools were established
and the whole population of the republic (from the age 14 to 40) was obliged to stu-
dy how to read and write. Local Georgian and Abkhaz public figures Mariam
(Masho) Dadiani-Anchabadze, Andria Chochua, Dimitri Gulia, and others were
actively involved in the elimination of illiteracy. The educational network was cons-
tantly expanding. In 1927-1928, there were 314 educational institutions with 24758
pupils in Abkhazia. Among them, there were 9 ten-year schools and 13 seven-year
schools, and 4 technical schools, of which 2 were pedagogical, 1 agricultural and 1
industrial school .4

The opening of a boarding school for the Abkhaz children in Thilisi in 1921
was of special importance in the educational life of the 1920s. Its founder was Nina
Didia, the wife of the first Abkhaz geographer and cartographer Mikheil Shervashi-
dze. Since 1918 Nina Didia lived in Abkhazia and she raised the issue of opening a
boarding school for Abkhaz pupils in Thilisi during the period of the Democratic
Republic of Georgia for the first time. Later this school was moved to Gagra.**® The
aim of the educational policy pursued in the 1920s and 1930s was not to establish a
national school. On the opposite, it was directly aimed at the Russification of the edu-
cational process and the rapid establishment of the Russian-Soviet self-awareness
among the population. Today, these processes can be considered as part of the deli-
berate Russification policy pursued by the Soviet authorities, primarily towards the
Abkhaz population.

In the early 1920s, the first steps were taken to revive the scientific-intelle-
ctual life in Abkhazia. In 1922, on the initiative of Dimitri Gulia and Andrey Cho-
chua, the “Abkhazian Scientific Society” was founded, which should serve the deve-
lopment of the Abkhazian national culture, language, and literature. The Bolshevik
regime from the very beginning tried to control this new structure and to isolate it as
much as possible from the Georgian scientific space. Despite such pressure, mem-
bers of the “Society” still managed to establish close ties with Thilisi State Universi-
ty and with Georgian scientific circles in general. For its part, the first Georgian
university (along with the other Georgian scientific centres) was actively involved in
the scientific life of Abkhazia. One of the clearest examples of this were the archae-

401 Collection of materials, 1959: Cre3apiCoBeToBAGOxa3un. C60pHUK OOKYMEHMOE U MAMEPUANOE
(1922-1923 22.). .81

402 Chochua, 1976: A. M. Youya. Co6panue counHenuii B tpex Tomax. Tom Tperuit. Cyxymu: Usna-
TeNbCTBOWAnawapay, 1976. ¢. 2012-213.

403 Dudko, 1961: A. II. lyako. U3 ucropuu neparorudeckoro oopasosanus B A6xazuu. Cyxymu,
1961. ¢.81; Kvaratskhelia, 2006: Boris Kvaratskhelia. Essays on the history of Abkhazian culture.
Part | (1921-1950). Thilisi: Publishing House “Lega, ” 2006 (in Georgian). p.12.
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ological excavations in and around Sukhumi at the initiative of the Abkhazian
Scientific Society (since 1922) under the guidance of Giorgi Chubinashvili (later a
world-renowned scientist) and Leon Melikset-Beg. Later, in the 1930s, the first
expedition consisting of professionals in this field arrived from Thilisi to register,
describe, and scholarly study the ancient architectural monuments of Abkhazia.

Academician Nikolai Marr was actively involved in the revival of the scien-
tific life of Abkhazia. It was on his initiative that a scientific institution, the Acade-
my of Language and Literature of Abkhazia, was established in October of 1925. Its
first head was Andrey Chochua, the People’s Commissar of Education of Abkhazia.
Nikolai Marr himself was elected as an Honorary Chairman. Later, Dimitri Gulia
became the head of the academy. The decision to establish the academy emphasized
the urgent need “to work in the language of the indigenous population of Abkhazia,
to create a national literature, which is almost non-existent and without which the
cultural revival of the Abkhaz people is unthinkable. **** On the recommendation of
Nikolai Marr, youngsters Arsen Khashba and Viktor Kukba were sent to study in
Leningrad. After graduating from university, they completed a postgraduate course
and returned to Abkhazia in the early 1930s. They became the first candidates of
sciences in the field of Abkhazian philology.

On 5 August 1931, the “Abkhazian Scientific Society” merged with the Scien-
tific Research Institute of Abkhazian Language and Literature and was renamed to
the Abkhazian Scientific Research Institute of Local Lore. The following three sec-
tors were created at the Institute: 1) Abkhazian language, literature, and art; 2) So-
cial and historical; 3) National economy. The institute was managed by a directo-
rate which included: Arsen Khashba, Victor Kukba (Deputy Director), and Samson
Chanba (Deputy Director). V. Kukba simultaneously headed the language and lite-
rature sector, Anatoly Fadeev — the social and historical sector. Among other scienti-
sts we should note Alfred Kolakowski, the Head of the Department of Botany (later
Corresponding Member of the Georgian Academy of Sciences).

The main research of the academy was related to the study and development
of the Abkhazian language. It also touched upon the methods of teaching Abkhazian
language, the collection and study of ethnographic and folklore materials. The
Academy played an important role in the development of Abkhazian art and
literature*®. The activities of the Academy are connected with the publication of a
number of important papers. First and foremost, these are the ethnographic works of

404 Salakaia,1982: L. X. Canaxkas. Llentp abxazosenenusa. K 50-remuio Abxasckozo uncmumyma
azvika, aumepamypvl u ucmopuu um. /. H. T'ynua Axademuu nayx I'pysunckou CCP. Cyxymmn:
WznatensctBO «Arnawapay, 1982.cc.8-10.

405 Dzidzaria, 1972: T'. A. [Isunzapus. Pacuser wayku. — A6xasckaz ACCP B 6parckos ceMbe coBe-

rcxux Hapogop. CyxyMu: usnaTenscTBo «Aramapa»1972. c.118.
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Dimitri Gulia and others, as well as Abkhazological Essays by Nikolai Marr.4% |t
should also be noted that the publications by Nikolai Marr, as well as of the centre
established by him, had significantly encouraged separatist tendencies among the
Abkhazs.

The name of the Abkhazian Scientific Research Institute had been changed
several times. In 1935, the institute was renamed to the Abkhazian Institute of
Culture and becamefirst the part of the Georgian branch of the Soviet Academy of
Sciences, and then, from 1941, the structural part of the newly established Georgian
Academy of Sciences. In 1950 it was renamed to the Institute ofAbkhazian Langua-
ge, Literature and History of the Academy of Sciences of the Georgian SSR. It was
named after Dimitri Gulia in 1960.4%

During this period Mikheil Trapsh, Andria Chochua, Simon Basaria, Bagrat
Janashia, Khukhuti Bgazhba, and others worked at the institute. At different times
the institute was headed by such famous scientists as Khukhuti Bgazhba (1953-
1966) and Giorgi Dzidzaria (1966-1988). In the 1970s and 1980s the institute beca-
me a powerful centre of nationalist and separatist ideology directed against the Geo-
rgian statehood. This trend became especially evident from 1988, when Vladislav
Ardzinba became the director of the institute. In 1994, the institute was renamed to
the Abkhazian Institute for Humanitarian Studies. Naturally, the Institute of Lan-
guage, Literature and History of Abkhazia, as almost all the scientific-research and
educational institutions of Abkhazia (except the small number of scientific insti-
tutions, which were directly subordinated to Moscow) were subordinated to the
scientific and educational institutions of the Georgian Soviet Socialist Republic and
was financed from the budget of Soviet Georgia.

The Institute of Abkhazian Language, Literature and History, despite the very
unhealthy nationalist conjuncture prevailing there, had become the main centre of
Abkhazian studies. Here were created the fundamental works in Abkhazian langua-
ge*%® and literature (Khukhuti Bgazhba, Shota Aristava, Lydia Chkadua, Mirian Tsi-
kolia, etc.), Abkhazian ethnology (Shalva Inal-ipa, Lily Akaba, Yuri Argun, etc.),
archaeology (Mikheil Gunba, Giorgi Shamba, Yuri Voronov,0Oleg Bgazhba, Igor

406 Marr, 1938: H. fI. Mapp. O s3sike 1 ucropuu abxasoB. /3garerscrso Axagemun Hayx CCCP.
Mocxksa-Jlenunrpaz, 1938.
407 Salakaia, 1982: III. X. Camaxas. LlenTp ab6xasoBemenus. K 50-reruio AGxa3cKoro MHCTUTYTA
A3BIKa, JuTeparypsl u uctopuu uM. /. V. I'ynua Axagemun Hayk I'pysunckoit CCP. Cyxymmu:
WsparenscTBo «Anamrapar, 1982.c. 22.
408 We should especially mention the accomplishments of Ketevan Lomtatidze, the well-known
Georgian scholar, teacher of generations of Abkhaz and Abaza linguists, in studying the Abkhaz la-
nguage and in the creation of a scientific school in this direction (Gvantseladze, 2008: Teimuraz
Gvantseladze. Distinguished Scientist and Citizen. - To Academician KetevanLomtatidze. Collec-
tion. Thilisi: Publishing House “Universal,”2008 (in Georgian). pp 166-167).
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Tsvinaria, etc.), in art history (Alexey Argun and others), economics (Bella Ashuba
and others). Historians were especially successful. A school of historians (Giorgi
Dzidzaria, Arvelod Kuprava, Bajgur Sagharia, Akaki Abshilava, Giorgi Amichba,
Grigol Lezhava,*® etc.) was established here. They fruitfully studied the problems
of the Ancient, Medieval, Modern, and Contemporary history of Abkhazia. Profe-
ssor Giorgi Dzidzaria, a prominent Abkhaz historian, Corresponding Member of the
Georgian Academy of Sciences, was the recognized leader of this school. Although
most of their works are ideologically obsolete today, they still retain their scholarly
value in terms of gathering the factual material.

The establishment of the Sokhumi State Pedagogical Institute in 1932 became
a milestone in the cultural life of Abkhazia. It was the first higher education insti-
tution in Western Georgia (later, in 1933 and in 1935 correspondingly, pedagogical
institutes were founded in Kutaisi and Batumi). The institute trained qualified peda-
gogical staff in the specialities of physics, mathematics, biology, geography, history,
philology, primary education and methodology, preschool education, and physical
education in 1932-1979. At different times the Sokhumi Pedagogical Institute was
headed by Andrey Chochua (1932-1934), Mikheil Delba (1936-1937), Irakli Akha-
laia (1937-1938), lason Darsania (1941-1942),Rostom Tsulukidze (1942-1952), Ni-
zha Khurtsidze (1952-1957), Akibei Khonelia (1956-1957),Giorgi Dzidzaria (1957-
1965), Boris Tarba (1965-1973). Sokhumi Pedagogical Institute had highly
qualified professors, distinguished not only in Abkhazia, but also throughout whole
Georgia and outside of it. Among them were famous scientists and prominent
representatives of their fields: Vakhtang Adamia, Giorgi Amichba, Valentina Amic-
hba, Saria Amichba, Irakli Antelava, Hazarat Argun, Nutsa Ardashelia, Shota
Aristava, Pavle Adzinba, Irakli Akhalaia, Shota Basilaia, Nikandro Basilaia, Ipolite
Baghbaia, Viktor Beshidze, Murman Beria, Otar Gabisonia, Leila Garsiashvili,
Tatiana Gulia, Dimitri Gulia, Boris Gurgulia, Oleg Damenia, Vakhtang Vakhania,
Otar Vakhania, Valerian Zukhbaia, Boris Tarba, Boris Kvaratskhelia, Ksenia Kvit-
siani, Mikheil Labakhua, Margarita Ladaria, Shota Lashkhia, Dimitri Lemonjava,
Kukuri Mgeladze, Shota Misabishvili, Dimitri Ninua, Aliosha Sofia, Guljavar Pirts-
khalava, Yazbei Feizba, Vladimer Karchava, Sergo Kishmaria, Eteri Shamba, Vale-
ri Quraskua, Rosalina Shvetsova, Giorgi Dzidzaria, Levan Dzidziguri, Lidia Chka-
dua, Valerian Chania, Otar Churgulia, Raul Khonelia, Shalva Khubutia, Givi
Jobava, and others.

Zurab Anchabadze, a well-known Abkhazian scholar and public figure,

409 At the early stages of their scientific career, the Institute was successfully represented by the
following prominent representatives of Georgian historiography: Professor Zurab Anchabadze, the
Corresponding Member of the Georgian Academy of Sciences, and Professor Irakli Antelava, Doctor
of Historical Sciences.
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became the Rector of the institute in 1973. During his leadership the Sokhumi State
Pedagogical Institute was transformed into the Abkhazian State University in 1979.
It was the second university in Georgia and the fourth in the South Caucasus. It
consisted of six faculties (Physics and Mathematics, Geography and Biology,
Philology, History and Law, Economics, Pedagogy and Social Professions) prepa-
ring the qualified specialists in 18 specialities. After the death of Professor Zurab
Anchabadze in 1984, till 1988, the Rector of the university was docent Zaur Avid-
zba. Professor Aleko Gvaramia became the first elected rector of the university in
1988.

Along with the above-mentioned representatives of the previous generation,
we should mention that the following scholars have special accomplishments in
promoting Abkhazian State University as the well-established scientific and tea-
ching institution: Revaz Absava, Diana Alania, Jambul Anchabadze, Tengiz Ante-
lava, Melor Alphenidze, Shota Akhalaia, Bichiko Baramia, Abesalom Gadelia,
Aleko Gvaramia, David Dolbadze, Grigol Zakaraia, Zamo Zarkua, Zara Tarba, La-
mara Tarba, Givi Todua, Avtandil Kilasonia, Vladimir Kirtskhalia, Boris Lapin, Te-
imuraz Mibchuani, Tité Mosia, Mariam Miresashvili, Otar Mikiashvili, Murman
Okujava, Zurab Papaskiri, Givi Rogava, Revaz Salia, Revaz Salukvadze, Natela Se-
myonova-Torchua, Jemal Silagadze, Luara Sordia, Irakli Tabaghua, Niaz Pachulia,
Dalila Pilia, Eter Kajaia, Vakhtang Ketsba, Tornike Kipiani, Sergo Sharia, Temur
Shengelia, Mikheil Shonia, Temur Chilachava, Revaz Kharebava, Boris Khvedeli-
dze, Eduard Chanturia, Jumber Khubutia, Jemal Jinjikhadze, et al.

Professors and students of the Abkhazian State University actively partici-
pated in the all-Soviet and republican conferences. The Works of the Abkhazian
State University were regularly published. The university had close ties with various
scientific centres in Thilisi and all over Georgia. However, the process of develo-
ping Abkhazian State University as a successful higher education institution was ha-
mpered by the attempts of the separatist-minded Abkhaz professors, who wanted to
turn the university into a flagship of the anti-Georgian separatist movement. This
was causing the protests from the Georgian students and professors. It was the be-
trayal from certain Abkhaz professors when they took part in Likhni gathering on 18
March 1989, that made it impossible for Georgians and Abkhazs to be together at
the university. As a result, the Georgian sector was separated from the Abkhazian
State University and on its basis the Sokhumi Branch of the Thilisi State University
was established on 14 May 1989 (for more details see:Chapter XI, pp. 262-268).

An interesting page in the history of the cultural and educational life of
Abkhazia was written by the Georgian Institute of Subtropical Agriculture, which
was founded in 1959. It was a significant educational-scientific centre (subordinated
to Moscow), with relevant material and technical base, where the students from
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Europe, Asia, and Africa were studying. The institute prepared qualified specialists
in various fields of subtropical agriculture and was the only higher education
institution of a kind in the Soviet Union. In 1989, the Sokhumi branch of the
Georgian Polytechnic Institute was added to the higher education institutions of
Abkhazia.

Ilia Vekua Institute of Physics and Technology of Sokhumi (founded in 1950)
was also a part of the scientific life of Abkhazia. The Institute united two secret
scientific research centres, which actively participated in creating the Soviet A-
bomb in 1945-1949.41% The Sokhumi Experimental Station of Subtropical Crops of
Nikolai Vavilov Institute of Plant Industry (founded in 1926) has a unique heritage
among the scientific-research institutions of Abkhazia. The collection of more than
three thousand species of unique plants existed there.

The Sokhumi Institute of Experimental Pathology and Therapy (subordinated
to the Academy of Medical Sciences of the USSR), which conducted unique
experiments, is of particular note among the scientific research centres in Abkhazia.
The Sokhumi Botanical Garden and Sokhumi branch of Research Institute of Tea
and Subtropical Crops were a part of the system of the Academy of Sciences of the
Georgian SSR. By 1980, there were 17 scientific research institutes in the
Abkhazian ASSR (including two higher education institutions — Abkhazian State
University and the Georgian Institute of Subtropical Agriculture), which employed
around 1,000 researchers, among whom there were 563 Doctors and Candidates of
Sciences, 1 Academician, and 4 Corresponding Members of the Georgian Academy
of Sciences.*!!

A great contribution to the development of scientific thought in Abkhazia was
made by Boris Lapin (1921-2020), academician of the Academy of Medical
Sciences of the USSR and Corresponding members of the Georgian Academy of
Sciences: Zurab Anchabadze, Giorgi Dzidzaria, Alfred Kolakovsky, Revaz Salukva-
dze. Significant success has also been achieved by the scholars in the fields of
humanities and social and political sciences (Irakli Akhalaia, Alexey Argun, Hazarat
Argun, Shota Aristava, Shota Basilaia, Khukhuti Bgazhba, Valerian Chania, Lidia
Chkadua, Otar Churgulia, Shalva Inal-ipa, Revaz Kharebava, Otar Khvingia, Arve-
lod Kuprava, Margarita Ladaria, Dimitri Lemonjava, Lorik Marshania, Shota Mi-
sabishvili, Guljavar Pirtskhalava, Bajgur Sagharia, Leo Shervashidze, Jemal
Silagadze, Mikheil Trapsh, Mirian Tsikolia, Vakhtang Vakhania, and others).

410 2015 Bokuchava, 2015: Guram Bokuchava. 70 years of Sokhumi Institute of Physics and Tech-
nology - stages of creation and development (1945-2015). Thilisi, 2015 (in Georgian).

411 Abkhazian Autonomous,1981: Abkhazian Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic.— Georgian
Soviet Encyclopaedia.Vol.Georgian SSR.Thilisi, 1981 (in Georgian). p.319.
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The following representatives of the medical and resort sphere — Violeta Agr-
ba, Mikhail Akhalaia, Shota Gogokhia, Alexander Grigolia, Bidzina Mgaloblishvili,
Nino Mgeladze, Simon Miminoshvili, Elguja Miresashvili, Nikoloz Rukhadze, Tor-
nike Kipiani, Varlam Shervashidze, Petré Japaridze, Eteri Jikidze, and others — were
well-known in Abkhazia and abroad. Philip Mamporia, Mikheil Bghazhba, loseb
Kapanadze, loseb Marshania, Margarita Mchedlidze, Shota Sichinava, Simon
Chochia, and others achieved great success in agrarian and technical sciences. Abk-
hazia had, and still has, internationally renowned scientists in the fields of physics,
mathematics, and natural sciences (mathematicians Otar Gabisonia, Aleko Gvara-
mia, Niaz Pachulia, Temur Chilachava; physicists Vladimir Kirtskhalia, Ipolite Ba-
ghbaia; geographer Shota Lashkhia, and so on).

Culture. Abkhazia has been a bearer of general Georgian cultural values throughout
the Middle Ages. The ancestors of present-day Abkhazs, along with the Georgians,
also contributed to its creation.They attributed the national identity to the Georgian
cultural-historical world, a fact confirmed by various historical sources, written mo-
numents and artefacts. As for the present-day Abkhaz national culture — literature,
theatre, music, and fine arts — at the professional level it was born in the 20™
century.

Abkhazian literature was formed on the basis of centuries-old oral traditions.
Abkhaz writers and poets used and reworked many folklore stories and motifs. First
and foremost, these activities are connected to Dimitri Gulia, who (at the beginning
of the 20" century) started the history of Abkhazian literature.

The establishment of the Abkhazian branch of the Writers’ Union of the
Georgian SSR in 1933 became a special event in the cultural life of Abkhazia. Prior
to the founding of the Writers’ Union, Abkhazian writers were united in scientific
community around Dimitri Gulia (1874-1960). Dimitri Gulia studied at the Gori
Teaching Seminary and from that time on had close relationship with the Georgian
public figures and representatives of culture. He taught Abkhazian language course
at Thilisi State University and had a particularly close relationship with Ivane
Javakhishvili. It was at the initiative of I. Javakhishvili that D. Gulia was invited to
teach Abkhazian at the university. Along with the students, Akaki Shanidze, Giorgi
Akhvlediani, Simon Janashia, Arnold Chikobava, Varlam Topuria attended the
courses in Abkhazian language. Dimitri Gulia considered Georgians and Abkhazs to
be the children of one inseparable family and participants of the common historical
process. He also pointed out the great role that the Georgian nation had historically
played in the cultural and spiritual life of the Abkhaz people.*'?

412 Churgulia, 1974: Otar Churgulia. Dimitri Gulia. Thilisi, 1974 (in Georgian). p 43.
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Dimitri Gulia is the author of the first Abkhazian novella “Under the Foreign
Sky”” (1919) and the first Abkhazian novel “Kamachich” (1940), as well as “short
stories” based on folklore. Dimitri Gulia is rightly called the Patriarch of Abkhazian
Literature and Culture. He was also a folklorist, linguist, historian, and teacher. His
name is associated with the perfection of the Abkhazian alphabet. Dimitri Gulia
tried to enrich the literature of the native people with excellent translations. He tran-
slated “The Knight in the Panther’s Skin” by Shota Rustaveli and the poems of Ni-
koloz Baratashvili and Akaki Tsereteli from Georgian into Abkhazian. He also trans-
lated the Literary works of Alexander Pushkin, Mikhail Lermontov, and others from
Russian into Abkhazian.

Abkhazian poet Yua Koghonia (1903-1928) was a junior contemporary of
Dimitri Gulia. He made a significant contribution to the development of Abkhazian
epic poetry. The motifs of Abkhazian and Georgian folklore are artistically reflected
in his works.**®* Along with Dimitri Gulia we should as well mention Samson Cha-
nba (1886-1937), a prominent Abkhazian writer and statesman, who made a great
contribution to the development of Abkhazian literature. He studied at Khoni
Teaching Seminary, wrote and published in Abkhazian, Georgian, and Russian. S.
Chanba is the author of the romantic poem “The Holy Virgin of the Mountains”
(1919), the first Abkhazian drama “Muhajirs” (published in 1920 and performed in
1928), another work on the theme of Muhajirs “Apsny Khanum” (1923), “Past
Days” (1929), et al. With these works, he laid the foundation for the national drama
and psychological stories in Abkhazia. Samson Chanba compiled and published the
work “Geography of Abkhazia”’in 1925. He was the Minister of Education of Soviet
Abkhazia (in 1921-1925 and in 1930-1932) and the Chairman of the Central Execu-
tive Committee. In 1934-1937 he was the chairman of the board of the Abkhazian
Writers’” Union. Samson Chanba is considered to be the first Abkhazian playwright,
whose works were performed on the stage of Georgian troupe in Sokhumi.

At the dawn of the formation of Abkhazian literature Mikheil Lakerbay
appeared on the scene (1901-1965). His first work was published in 1919. Notable
works from his early period include publicistic articles and harsh social lyrics such
as “In Prison,” “Motherland,” “Dimitri Gulia.” In the following period, Michael
Lakerbay intensively worked in dramaturgy and fiction, wrote historical dramas and
comedies for the stage, but became especially famous for his stories “Abkhaz
novellas” and “Alamis.” The writer’s language is laconic, colourful, and full of hu-
mour. His works reflect the life of the Abkhaz people. In his novellas the writer re-

413 Multiethnic,2015: Multiethnic and multicultural Georgia.Worked on the compilation: Nino
Chikovani, Lia Akhaladze, Davit Malazonia, KetevanKakitelashvili, Tamar Shinjiashvili,
RusudanPipia, Tamar Jojua. Thilisi: Publishing House “Meridiani,” 2015 (in Georgian). p 222.
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vived the past of the Abkhaz people, depicted the episodes of heroism and bravery,
friendship and love, hospitality, and revenge in attractive colours, which made life
inAbkhazia so exotic in the not-so-distant past.*'*

Great is the contribution to the development of the Abkhaz fiction of Ivan
Papaskiri, who is recognized as the patriarch of Abkhaz prose (1902-1980). After
graduating from Sokhumi Teaching Seminary and Pedagogical School in 1928-
1929, he continued his studies at the Leningrad Institute of Oriental Languages. Ivan
Papaskiri is known as the author of the very first social novels (“Temir” — 1937;
“Woman’s Honour” — 1949) in Abkhazian literature, most of which narrate the life
of the Abkhaz people. Scholars point out that Ivan Papaskiri’s work is a history of
the Abkhaz people in the 20™ century revived in artistic and attractive forms.The
novel “At the Foot of Ertsakhu” proved to be thematically especially effective. In it
the writer painted the brotherhood and friendship of Abkhazs, Georgians,
Ukrainians, Russians in attractive colours.**®

The development of Abkhazian literature was especially influenced by the
works of Bagrat Shinkuba (1917-2004), the Laureate of the Shota Rustaveli state
Prizeand Dimitri Gulia Prize. His activities began in 1935, when his first poem
“Courage” was published. In 1938 “The First Poems,” a poetic collection of B.
Shinkuba was published.The novel “The Last of the Ubykhs” was especially po-
pular. In it the author tells the tragic story of the Ubykh people who were deported
to the Ottoman Empire by the Russian Empire.*

When talking about Abkhazian literature, it is impossible to ignore the works
of Ivan Tarba (1921-1994). He is a poet of outstanding worldview and aesthetics.
His poems are full of human feelings.In this world, he respects eternal values: hu-
manism, love, loyalty, and friendship. Among the Abkhazian writers and poets, Ivan
Tarba is one of the most popular among the Georgians. His poems were often
translated (and are still translated) into Georgian. In 2021, at the initiative of the
Peace Education Centre of Sokhumi State University, Collection “I love my Abkha-
zian” was published in Thilisi.*'" It clearly shows that Georgians and Georgia in ge-
neral were as close to the poet as Abkhazs and Abkhazia. This is confirmed by his
poems: ,Mtatsminda, “,, Thilisi Night,“, Ruins of Rustavi Cathedral,“, Giorgi Leoni-
dze,”, Georgian Iron” and others. Ivan Tarba is also known for his juvenile poems.

414 Churgulia, 1983: Otar Churgulia. Essays on Georgian-Abkhazian Cultural-Literary Relations.
Sukhumi: Publishing House “Alashara,” 1983 (in Georgian). p. 158-159.

415 Churgulia, 1983:Otar Churgulia.Essays on Georgian-Abkhazian Cultural-Literary Relations. p153
416 Mosia, 2012: Tite Mosia. Letters on Georgian and Abkhazian Literature. Thilisi: Publishing

House “Innovation,” 2012 (in Georgian). pp 157-187.
417 Tarba, 2021: Ivane Tarba. | Love My Abkhazian. Translated from Abkhazian by Nika Badza-
ghua. Thilisi, 2021.
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In addition to poetic works, lvan Tarba has written the novels ,,Famous Man,”,, The
Sun Wakes Up with Us,“, Mother’s Eyes,“ and others.*18

Poet and translator Mushni Lasuria is a prominent representative of Abkha-
zian literature and culture. His works include the following poetic collections:
“Hope,” “Silk House,” “Lord of the Waters,” ““Morning of the Waterfalls,” etc. The
main themes of his works are native Abkhazia and Georgia as a whole, its nature,
love, courage, and centuries-old friendship between brothers. He translated “The
Man in the Panther’s Skin” into Abkhazian, for which he was given the Shota
Rustaveli StatePrize.*!°

The feeling of love for Georgia was especially emotionally expressed in the
poetry of Alexey Jonua (1920-1989), one of the most prominent representatives of
the first generation of Abkhazian literature. His poem “To the poets of Georgia”
should be considered as a clear representation of the poet’s national worldview. It
unequivocally expresses the author’s position on all the problematic issues that have
become the basis of the Abkhaz separatists’ confrontation with Georgians in recent
decades. According to the Abkhaz poet, Abkhazia without Georgia neither was in
the past, nor can it exist in the future. He has not the slightest doubt that this unity is
eternal and nothing can break it.°

Abkhaz poet, prose writer, playwright, and scientist Giorgi Gublia (1929-
2019), a graduate of the Department of Caucasian Languages at Thilisi State
University, has a particularly warm attitude towards Georgia. In 1970, he success-
fully defended his dissertation on “The Artistic Journey of the Abkhaz People’s Poet
Dimitri Gulia” in Thilisi, after which he chaired the newly established Department
of Abkhazian Language and Literature at the Sokhumi State Pedagogical Institute.
In his works, the poet describes nature and sings sincerely to the sacred feeling of
love for nature, woman, homeland. Giorgi Gublia’s poetry has an inexhaustible love
for his people and Georgia. He considers Abkhazia to be a part of Georgia’s soul.
The author’s lyrics are distinguished by a deep knowledge of the history of Georgia
and the psychology of Georgian and Abkhaz peoples.

Famous Abkhazian poetess Neli Tarba (1934-2014) was also the graduate of
Thilisi State University. The most important part of the first Abkhaz poetess’ works
is the cycle of poems “Georgia, ” which is a tribute to the centuries-old unity of the
Abkhaz and Georgian peoples. According to Neli Tarba, her love and loyalty to Ge-
orgia was “taught by Abkhazia and her ancestors.”**' Konstantin (Kumf)Lomia

418 Multiethnic, 2015: Multiethnic and multicultural Georgia. p 223.
419 Multiethnic, 2015: Multiethnic and multicultural Georgia. p 150.
420 Nikoleishvili, 2012: Avtandil Nikoleishvili. Abkhaz Writers and Georgia. — Actual Problems of
Kartvelology, Vol. I. Thilisi: PublishingHouse “Universali, ” 2012(in Georgian). p150
421 Nikoleishvili, 2012: Avtandil Nikoleishvili. Abkhaz Writers and Georgia. p151.
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(1928-1999) has painted Georgian themes with special colours. In this regard his
cycle of Thilisi poems (“Mtatsminda,” “Mtkvari”) is especially interesting. In them,
against the background of the poetic imagination, he sings to Thilisi landscapes and
considers it as his hometown.*?2

Prominent representatives of Abkhazian literature of this generation are Boris
Gurgulia, Shalva Tsvizhba, Chichiko Jonua, Levarsan Kvitsinia, Shamil Pilia, Sha-
lodia Adjindjal, Alexey Gogua, Djuma Akhuba, Platon Bebia, Nikoloz Kvitsinia,and
others. Most of them were graduates of Thilisi State University and other higher
education institutions in Thilisi.

The origins of Georgian literature in 20" century Abkhazia can be found in the
works of Giorgi Sharvashidze, Ivané Gegia, Petré Tcharaia, Tedo Sakhokia, and
others. The newspaper “Soviet Writers of Abkhazia,” which was published by the
Writers’ Union of the Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia and mainly represented
the Soviet narrative, played an important role in the development of Georgian and
Abkhazian literature in Abkhazia. The second half of the 20" century is especially
important in terms of the development of Georgian literature. Prominent represen-
tatives of the “Abkhazian wing” of the Georgian literature of the XX century were:
Mariam (Putsu) Dgebuadze-Pularia, Mose Gvasalia, Klimenti Gogiava, Shota
Akobia, Evgeni Akubardia, Mirian Mirneli, Eteri Samkharadze-Jghamadze, Geno
Kalandia, Jano Janelidze, Alexandre Jikia, Nodar Khundadze, Tsiala Ardashelia,
Givi Beraia, René Kalandia, Guli Zukhba, Zurab Nakopia, Ramaz Kuprava, Guram
Odisharia, Murman Khurtsilava, Vladimir Jologua, Khuta Gagua, and others.*>

Mariam (Putsu) Dgebuadze-Pularia (1887-1969), one of the representatives
of the older generation of Abkhazian writers, was especially loved by the Georgian
and Abkhaz readers. Mariam Pularia’s first short story was published in 1907, but
the real recognition to the writer came after the novel “Golden Ring” was published
in Sokhumi in 1952.%2* Georgian writer and public figure Shota Akobia (1920-1996)
is the author of many excellent works, including “Morning of the Mother-
land,” “Birth of the Spring,” “Roads and Meetings,” “l remembered you,” “White
Shadow, ” “Love and light, "and so on. In 1984 he was given the Dimitri Gulia State

422 Nikoleishvili, 2012: Avtandil Nikoleishvili. Abkhaz Writers and Georgia. p151
423 See details in the following collective works: From the history of Georgian literature in Abkha-
zia, Vol. I. Authors: Medea Kvaratskhelia, Tsiala Meskhia, Tite Mosia, Marine Turava, Marine
Jayani, Lela Japaridze, Thilisi, 2014; From the history of Georgian literature in Abkhazia, Vol. II.
Authors: Tite Mosia, Marine Turava, Nana Kutsia, Miranda Todua, Tsiala Meskhia, Marine Jayani,
Irma Zakaraia, Joni Margania, Robert Meskhi, Nona Kupreishvili, Dariko Pipia, Lela Japaridze,
Thilisi, 2017;  From the history of Georgian literature in Abkhazia, Vol. Ill. Authors: Rostom
Chkheidze, Tite Mosia, Nino Vakhania, Miranda Todua, Marine Turava, Nana Kutsia, Rusudan
Pipia, Levan Jinjikhadze, Salome Kapanadze, Nana Arakhamia, Tsiala Meskhia, Medea
Kvaratskhelia, Dariko Phelaia, Tamarela Tsotsoria, Jemal Shonia, Thilisi , 2020;
424 Multiethnic, 2015: Multiethnic and multicultural Georgia. p. 225.
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Prize and in 2001 (posthumously) was awarded the Giorgi Sharvashidze StatePrize
for his book “Fatal Times” .*®

The poet and public figure Geno Kalandia (1940-2017) occupies a prominent
place on the “Abkhazian flank” of Georgian literature. He was educated in Sokhumi
and Moscow, and worked as a journalist. The first collection of his poems “Sky and
Leaves” was published in 1966. G. Kalandia’s first plays “Moonlight Hour,” “The
Place-Mother,” and “The Prodigal Son”were performed at the stage of Samson
Chanba State Theatre in Sokhumi. Geno Kalandia is the author of over 40 poetry co-
llections and dramatic plays. In 2002 he was given the Giorgi Sharvashidze State
Prize for the cycle of poems “Maxims.” Geno Kalandia was also translating the
poems of the Abkhaz poets. Georgian readers got acquainted with certain samples of
the poetry of lvan Tarba, Alexey Jonua, Constantine Gerchelia, Boris Gurgulia,
Platon Bebia, and others through his translations. His poetry is also translated into
several languages. At different times he was the chairman of the Abkhazian Thea-
trical Society, Secretary of the Writers” Union, Chairman of the Union of Creative
Persons of Abkhazia, member of the Supreme Council of the Autonomous Republic
of Abkhazia, member of the Parliament of Georgia. In 2013 he was given the Shota
Rustaveli State Prize (so far, he is the only one among the Georgian authors of
Abkhazia to receive this highest state award for the creative persons) for his
contribution to contemporary Georgian literature.*25

The poet and public figure Jano Janelidze (1933-2009) is also a prominent
representative of the Georgian literature of Abkhazia. He is the author of about forty
collections of poetry and prose, from which we should choose the collections of
poetry and stories: “June,”“Window of a dream,” *“Crown of Thorns,” “At the fres-
co of the Holy Virgin,’“From the Crucifixion to the Ascension,”“Bloody
Lea,” “When the Winners Are Judged,” etc. He has published the diaries of an unk-
nown Abkhaz girl from Tkvarcheli (“The tragedy of Tkvarcheli”’). He has been
given the Giorgi Sharvashidze State Prize and is buried in the Didube Pantheon of
Writers and Public Figures in Tbilisi.*?’

Eteri Samkharadze-Jghamadze (1928-1993), a Georgian poetess of tragic fate,
who with all her creative work sang to virtue and love, became a victim of hatred
and evil in 1993. She was killed because she could not give up her “native sky and
land.” Eteri Samkharadze-Jghamadze did not leave her hometown and had fallen
“warmed by the love of the homeland” at the gates of Sokhumi “not with a weapon,

not With a sword, but with poems in her hand” 4?8

425 Multiethnic, 2015: Multiethnic and multicultural Georgia. p. 225.

426 Multiethnic, 2015: Multiethnic and multicultural Georgia. p.225.

427 Multiethnic, 2015: Multiethnic and multicultural Georgia. p.225-226

428 Multiethnic, 2015: Multiethnic and multicultural Georgia. p.226.
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The history of Abkhazian culture is unimaginable without the history of the
Sokhumi Drama Theatre with its rich traditions, as well as with the theatrelovers of
Ochamchire, Gagra, Gali, Tkvarcheli, Gulripshi, and other small theatrical troupes.
As it was mentioned above, the history of the Sokhumi Theatre dates back to 1885
and the formation of the theatre-lovers’ society in the city. At the beginning of the
20" century, there already was a Georgian professional troupe here. After the forced
Sovietization of Abkhazia, the Georgian troupe and the Abkhaz literary-dramatic
circle (founded by Dimitri Gulia in 1919) were considered to be unreliable for the
Soviet government and were dissolved. In 1927 David (Dude) Dzneladze (1889-
1971) was sent to Sokhumi to form the professional troupe there. In 1928, David
Dzneladze established the Sokhumi Drama Theatre. On its stage the Georgian
performances were mainly held. From 1929, Vakhtang Garik /Vachnadze/ (1896-
1937) became the artistic director of the Georgian troupe. He made a significant
contribution to the development of professional theatre in Sokhumi. His cooperation
with Samson Chanba in forming the Abkhazian troupe is especially important.
Georgian and Abkhazian troupes have been working in one building since 1930.
Due to the shortage of the Abkhaz actors, the Georgian actors participated in the
performances of the Abkhazian troupe too. Vakhtang Vachnadze directed not only
the Georgian, but also Abkhazian plays: “Mahajirs” by Samson Chanba, “Uprising
in Likhni” by Vladimir Agrba, and others at Sokhumi Theatre.*?°

A new, talented generation of directors (Neli Eshba, Dimitri Kortava, Nikoloz
Chikovani, Giorgi Sulikashvili, and others), educated in Thilisi, Moscow, Leningrad,
and other cities, came to the theatre in the 1970s. The Abkhazian troupe had some
excellent actors, People’s Artists of the Georgian SSR and Abkhazian ASSR
Minadora Zukhba, Sharakh Pachalia, Alexey Agrba, Mikheil Kové, Eteri Koghonia,
Levarsa Kaslandzia. They played in the performances of the Georgian troupe too.
The Georgian theatre was one of the strongest centres of culture in Abkhazia, which
contributed to the intellectual and aesthetic perfection of society. At different times
Vaso Kushitashvili, Levan Mirtskhulava, Yuri Kakulia, Anzor Kutateladze, David
Kobakhidze, Leo Shavdia, Gogi Kavtaradze, Gizo Zhordania, Giorgi Sulikashvili,
Giorgi Zhuruli, Medea Kuchukhidze, Sandro Mrevlishvili, Leri Paksashvili, and
others worked as directors in the Sokhumi Theatre.

Famous actors, namely Salome Kancheli, Bukhuti Zakariadze, Mikheil Chubi-
nidze, Elene Sakvarelidze, Marine Thileli, Tinatin Bolkvadze, Flora Shedania, Gior-
gi Ratiani, Sergo Pachkoria, Leo Pilpani, Boris Topuridze, Boris Tsipuria, Victor
Ninidze, Zurab Laperadze, Jemal Moniava, Omar Elerdashvili, Lorena Papuashvili,

428 Argun, 1982: Alexey Argun. Georgian-Abkhazian theatrical relations. — Theatrical Bulletin, Nel,
1982 (Thilisi, in Georgian). p.7.
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Dimitri Jaiani, Bakha Bekauri, Gizo Siradze, Lorena Mikashavidze, Valeri Arghvli-
ani, Nana and Lily Khuriti, Nugzar Chikovani, Nugzar Kurashvili, Merab Breka-
shvili, and others worked in the Sukhumi Theatre in the 1950s-1980s.43

In 1978, the Georgian troupe separated from the Samson Chanba Theatre and
the Konstantine Gamsakhurdia Sokhumi Drama Theatre was established. However,
the cooperation between the Georgian and Abkhaziantroupes continued. The work
of the People’s Artist of Georgia Gogi (Giorgi) Kavtaradze (1940-2020) was
especially remarkable in the theatrical life of Abkhazia of the corresponding epoch.
The performances of “The Merchant of Venice,”“The Right Hand of the Grand
Master, ”“The law of eternity,” “Hellados, ” and others became the real jewels of the
theatrical life of that period. The joint performances of the Georgian and Abkhazian
troupes, namely Nodar Dumbadze’s “Don’t Be Afraid, Mother!”, Ivan Papaskiri’s
“Woman’s Honour,” and others were especially emotional for the Abkhazian
society.

Famous Georgian singer and choirmaster Dzuku Lolua (1877-1924) was at the
origins of musical art in Abkhazia. He is considered a pioneer of collecting and
recordingAbkhaz folklore. Dzuku Lolua formed a folklore choir and revived the
Abkhaz folk songs on stage. His work in this direction was continued by Konstantin
Kovacs (1899-1939) and the Abkhazian public teacher Kondrat Dzidzaria (1898-
1943). In 1930, at the initiative of the famous Georgian composer Dimitri Arakis-
hvili and Konstantin Kovach, a music school was established in Sokhumi. The teac-
hers of the school were the following famous pianists, singers, and conductors: Ody-
ssey Dimitriadis, Augusta Kamenskaya, Maria Bubnova, and others. The creation of
the school contributed to the upbringing of professional musicians. Some of them
became famous not only in Abkhazia, but also abroad. Sokhumi Music School (the
part which is in Thilisi) is still named after Dimitri Arakishvili and part of the school
in Sokhumi (since 2002) was given the name of Alexey Chichba (1925-1995), a
graduate of Thilisi Vano Sarajishvili State Conservatory, an artistic director and
chief conductor of the Abkhazian State Capella.

The role of Georgian composers in the formation of the Abkhazian professi-
onal music school is very important. Abkhazian musical folklore was used by Ivane
and Zakaria Paliashvili, Andria Balanchivadze, Shalva Mshvelidze, Otar Taktak-
ishvili, Sulkhan Tsintsadze, and others. In 1971, at the request of the Georgian
Composers’ Union, the Abkhazian Composers’ Union was established. It played a
great role in the development of the Abkhazian Composers’ School. From this
period the works of Abkhazian and Georgian composers (Alexey Chichba, Razhden
Gumba, Konstantine Chengelia, Mamia Berikashvili, and others) became more and

430 Argun, 1982: Alexey Argun. Georgian-Abkhazian theatrical relations. p. 6-12
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more impressive. In 1967, an opera studio was established at Dimitri Arakishvili
Sokhumi Musical School, which (first in Sokhumi, then in Thbilisi) performed
Zakaria Paliashvili’s opera “Daisi” (“Twilight”) and Alexey Chichba’s oratorio
“Hero Keraza.” The school’s symphony orchestra and the choir continued to exist
independently as new centres of Abkhazian musical culture since 1969.

In terms of the development of choral music, it was important to establish the
Abkhazian Youth Capella in Sokhumi in 1981. Its founder and leader was the
famous maestro Guram Kurashvili. The repertoire included works of world choral
music, the diversity of which allowed them to present their creations in different
parts of the world. The Capella had success not only in the former Soviet republics,
but also in different European countries: Yugoslavia, Hungary, France, Italy, and
England. Capella was distinguished at several international choral music compe-
titions: Béla Bartok (Hungary), Guido de Arezzo (ltaly), Celje (then Yugoslavia,
present-day Slovenia).

The institutional development of fine arts in Abkhazia is related to the name
of the Georgian painter Nikoloz Tabukashvili (1915-1981), who in 1952 was
appointed as a director of the Sokhumi art salon. At the same time, with the help of
the Ministry of Culture of the Abkhazian ASSR, he set up an art studio in the
building of the Concert Hall. In 1955, Nikoloz Tabukashvili opened an art school on
the basis of this studio. He was the permanent director of it until 1978. Nikoloz Ta-
bukashvili’s name is associated with the upbringing of a whole generation of Abk-
haz and Georgian artists, among whom are many active prominent ones (Sher-
vashidze, 1987; Mgaloblishvili, 2015). Also, the Abkhazian branch of the Artists’
Unionof the Georgian SSR (later the Abkhazian Artists’ Union) was established at
that time. It was headed (since 1953) by the famous artist Chola Kukuladze. 43!

While talking about the fine arts of Abkhazia, it is impossible to ignore the
works of Alexandre Sharvashidze (1867-1968). Although he was unable to return to
his homeland and could not work in Abkhazia after the establishment of Soviet rule
in Georgia. From 1921 he lived and worked in Europe as a theatre artist. (His
scenography was used during the ballet performance of “Shota Rustaveli” in Monte
Carlo.) As it was already mentioned, A. Shervashidze donated about 500 samples of
his work to the museums of Thilisi and Sokhumi in 1958. Alexandre Sharvashidze’s
personal exhibition of works was for the first time held at the Georgian Art Museum
in Thilisi in 1985.4% (Shervashidze, 2011).

431 Shervashidze, 1961: L. A. Shervashidze. Fine arts in Abkhazia for 40 years of Soviet power.
Proceedings of the Abkhazian Institute of Language, Literature and History named after D.l.Gulia,
XXXII. Sukhumi, 1961 ( in Russian) pp 77-94;
432 Shervashidze, 2011 : P. A. llleppammunze-Yau6a. Cratby, ouepky, 0630psl. CraBponons, 2011.
http://apsnyteka.org/183-shervashidze chachba r a.html
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Olga Brendel, a student of David Kakabadze and Sergo Kobuladze, a graduate
of the Thilisi Academy of Arts, also worked in Abkhazia. Her paintings depict the
landscapes of Kartli, Abkhazia, the sea, Lake Ritsa, and Crimea. She participated in
national and international exhibitions. In 1958, after a 36-year stay in Japan, a
talented Russian artist Varvara Bubnova returned to Abkhazia (at the age of 72).
Her Exhibition was held with great success in Thilisi in 1960.4%

Among the artists of the 1950s the works of Chola Kukuladze are noteworthy.
He was a painter, graphic artist, specialist of etching, sculptor, illustrator. Along
with other paintings, he created portraits of the Georgian and Abkhaz poets and
writers, designed books and performances at Sokhumi Theatre. He created extensive
panels in Sokhumi, Moscow, and other cities. His paintings have been repeatedly
exhibited in Thilisi, Moscow, Kiev, Minsk, St. Petersburg, Prague. Some of them
are preserved in private collections in Moscow, Minsk, St. Petersburg, Switzerland,
and Germany.*3*

Among the works of the Abkhaz artists are notable paintings of Sergey
Gabelia, Yuri Chkadua, Gennady Lakoba, Adgur Dzidzaria (all of them were
graduates of Thilisi State Academy of Arts), and other artists. Especially successful
is the painter Adgur Dzidzaria, who since 1995 is a member of the International
Federation of Artists (IFA). In 1995-1999 he had personal exhibitions in Germany
and Russia. No less successful were the Georgian artists from Abkhazia: Ramin
Apakidze (his works are preserved in Thilisi and Sukhumi, as well as in private
collections in the USA, France, Germany, Sweden, Greece, Russia); Nugzar Mgalo-
blishvili (participated in exhibitions in Tbilisi, Sokhumi, Batumi, and Moscow in
1972-1989, including the Bulldozer Exhibition by avant-garde artists in 1975);
Zurab Chedia (especially important is his participation in the Gurzuf Plein Air in
Crimea in 1980 and in exhibitions in European countries), etc.

As we can see, the institutional development of education and science, and
various fields of culture in Abkhazia was experiencing a real rise from the beginning
to the 20" century. The national and cultural individuality of the Abkhaz people was
established in close connection with the Georgian compatriots during the so-called
“Second Republic of Georgia” (Georgian SSR) in 1921-1991. It is very sad that the
contemporary Abkhaz scholars have completely neglected the contribution that the
Georgians of Abkhazia have brought to the cultural life of Abkhazia and Georgia on

433 Shervashidze, 1961: L. A. Shervashidze. Fine arts in Abkhazia for 40 years of Soviet power (in
Russian), p 87.

434 Kukuladze, 2013: Chola Kukuladze. Painting, graphics,sculpture.Compiled by NatoKorsantia.-
Thilisi, 2013 (in Georgian). p4. Artists of Abkhazia, 2007: Artists of Abkhazia. Painting, Graphics,
Sculpture, Decorative Arts. Thilisi, 2007 (in Georgian). pp.34-35
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the whole*®

A kind of cultural diffusion took place in Abkhazia of the 20th century.
Modern Abkhazian national culture has its roots in the common Georgian cultural
and historical roots, the originality of which originates from the centuries-old cultu-
ral, political and economic coexistence of the Georgian and Abkhaz peoples. It is
true that the Abkhazian national culture of the XXI century is greatly influenced by

Russian culture, but it is also part of the spread of common characteristics in the
cultural space, cultural diffusion.

4% Papaskiri, 2016: Zurab Papaskiri. Georgia. Historical Past and Present. Collection of Works.
Thilisi: Publishing House “Meridiani, ” 2016 (in Georgian). pp.363-364.
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